Issue 224
March/April 2020

Knees - Mackinac Island - Feeding Ponies




49th Unnual Spring Uuction

HORSE DRAWN COACHES, CARRIAGES
SLEIGHS, APPOINTMENTS & ANTIQUES S ) e TS TR mﬂnm’“m;m@m
Friday, April 24,2020 - 9:00AM  / . - BROMONT CAN'AM

Catalog Deadline: Tuesday, March 10, 2020

Lebanon Fairgrounds,
80 Rocherty Rd., Lebanon, PA 17042

Contact our office by phone 717-354-6671 or email l b L Full Size

martinauctioneers@frontiernet.net for consienment i .
« @rronternet.net for o« gnime Rf.'pri)dlli.tli}“

contracts. Please send good, clear photos and a detailed . -
Stage Coach

listing of your top quality consignments. Martin
Auctioneers has the right of refusal for items deemed
unacceptable for this auction due to quality or condition.
Good quality consignments will be displayed on Martin’s
website. Full color brochures will be printed and mailed to
all persons on our mailing list.

Please note: All consignments must be registered with Original Condition
Martin Auctioneers office before delivering to the Hfﬂ]}' & Co.
auction site. Consignment contracts are available on our
website. Martin auctioneers reserves the right to conduct said
auction without producing or making catalogs available for said
auction.

Shooting Break

Check our website for Updates, Consignment Listings and .

Photographs as received for this auction. Consign Now and & - Restored

Benefit from early Advertising and Promotion. ; = o ¢ -
Original Cretors

Popcorn Wagon
Model D

Also 2018 20ft. enclosed trailer
built for popoorn wagon

P

Members of: Carriage Association of America, American Driving Society, USEF, Concord Coach Society,
Nation & PA Auctioneers Associations LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

o

]
L

B

A full senvice Auction Company Spedalizing 740 i
in the Marketing & Dispersal of Commercial , ; & "._,. iy R TN, bl AT
& Residential Real Estate, oy . - < ; “ﬂ'r‘*{e r-ﬁ’-.'?#tﬁ.;. Z s ST AL e
; i s mi i A A P, 7 5 ) Il i e 3
s Pty (s B 4 T AUCTIONEERS, INC. K=/ N R -z;.ng' DL ol Mo e, Avpeia i
erly & Liguidation Auc- | 8 - a b 0O R RN LI R, Db STt £ Y ¥ Aol -
tions throughaout Mgr1|-| Lo A 12 M. Railroad Avenue * PO, Box 99 * New Holland, PA 17557 ™ xd a s (B v .'*-"4 T e Fradien, g
America. —_ Phone: (717)354-6671 * Fax: 717-354-8248 .,!;.r._ R R A SR A e A B
marinauctionsers@irontiernal.nel  *  wwsemarlinauclionsers, conm - 2 JA™ b AN T T

X uoﬁgﬁm OLYMPIE EQ‘UESTHAN h&ax | 450 Chamln da-Gaspu. Bromont, a ' gnnmg
wﬂwtbmm’onidi"im&r_gﬂ 7590-534'-0?87 | dngﬁng@tt&mﬂnmbmmﬁnho;g
4 AW PTE "‘.”  JR J'-','. "‘

+ w - ..‘_ - ] - . i st £ o 1 B q...

1 - -

“A PENNSYLVANIA AUCTION COMPANY WITH A GLOBAL REACH"



HERMITAGE FARM
Proud to host the

Kentucky Classic

2016 USEF Horse of the Year National Champions: Dario and Endorro
4x USEF National Pair Horse Champion Steve Wilson
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SOUTHERN PINES

COMBINED
DRIVING

APRIL 9-12, 2020
CAROLINA HORSE PARK

2814 Montrose Rd.
Raeford, North Carolina, 28376

ALL ADS

Training Level Driving Trial
Preliminary Level CDE
Intermediate Level CDE

Advanced Level CDE

Preliminary
and

B Intermediate
Championships

Join us at one of the most popular CDEs
in the nation as we celebrate the retirement
of the organizers and welcome a new team
beginning in 2021.
Thursday: Horse Inspection, Briefing, Welcome Party at CHP
Friday: Dressage

Saturday: Marathon, Competitors’ Party at Yellow Barn - Dinner

and Dancing

Precision Sunday: Cones
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Letter from the Editor

Little Victories

by Ann Pringle

MANY DRIVING DIGEST READERS KNOW
that T have not owned or driven a horse
for many years. During the years that I
worked in a barn caring for 12-plus horses
and ponies, I wasn’t able to spend much
time with my horse. Then when I became
employed by the American Driving Soci-
ety, my work schedule made it difficult to
spend quality time with a horse. I am the
kind of person who liked to do my own
barn work, grooming, etc. so boarding was
not an option for me. Opportunities to
ride and drive with my friends are abun-
dant, however, so I don’t feel deprived.

Despite not having my own horse, I've
attended countless competitions, driving
activities, and clinics. I haven’t taken a
driving lesson for over 35 years, but now I
find myself in a parallel situation to those
who take lessons and participate in clin-
ics. My dachshund puppy, Copper, and I
have a trainer! Once a week, Sherry Holm
(who also has been involved in carriage
driving her entire adult life) comes to
teach me how to teach Copper to walk on
a leash without pulling, to sit, and to lie
down, among other things. We've only had
three lessons so far, but 'm experiencing
what [ know every driver who takes a les-
son must feel — it isn’t easy! The amount
of concentration it takes is incredible.
During the one-to-two-hour lesson, I have
to focus on both what Copper is doing (or
not) and what Sherry is telling me. I have
to be quick to correct and even quicker
to reward.

Persistence and consistency, as I know
all you drivers know, are the keys to suc-
cess. Little victories. Keeping his atten-

tion on me and not all the distractions is
a challenge. By the time you meet Cop-
per in person, I hope he’ll show you the
results.

I've heard from several readers in
response to Ed Winterberg’s Guest Ed-
itorial in the last issue on the situation
facing Wildwood Stable and access to
Acadia’s carriage roads. I recently had a
phone call from the current operator at
Wildwood, who gave me a much more fa-
vorable forecast. You'll hear from him in
our next issue.

The Southern Pines CDE in April will
be a milestone for me. I've been the secre-
tary at this event for 14 years, ever since
the event moved to the Carolina Horse
Park. The event has grown from a DT for
Training and Preliminary drivers to an FEI
show and site of several USEF champion-
ships. It has been very satisfying to meet
the challenges that each year has brought,
but there comes a time when satisfaction
doesn’t outweigh the effort required to
hold up the standards we have set for our-
selves. The time has come to let someone
else take on the job. SPCDE organizers
Claire Reid and Kelly Valdes are also step-
ping aside, so we are planning a big re-
tirement celebration for ourselves during
the event. Happily, a new team is being
formed to keep Southern Pines CDE go-
ing. It is important to rotate new people
into the organizational pool. 2021 will be
one of the very few years since 1982 that
I won’t play a significant role in a driving
competition. I guess that will mean more
time to play with Copper and to work on
content for Driving Digest! O

If you move or have an address change, please notify us immediately. The post office
will not forward magazines unless you subscribe for first-class delivery. They are

returned to us and we are charged as well!

The next issue (225) will be dated May/June 2020
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Pleasurelhyme

forall DRIVING
your NEEDS

CARRIA

Recreation - Pleasure « Competition « Fun

KUTZMANN CARRIAGES

Customizing and options available upon request.

UPCOMING SHOWS

Harrisburg Expo - March - Pa
Southern Pines Classic - April - NC
Midwest Horse Fair - April - Wis
Clydesdale National Sale - April - lllinois
Delmarva Driving Show - May - Md
Elk Creek CDE- June - Md

New Ultra Light carriages by Kutzmann

DEALERS

Gary Gang (AZ)
928-202-0460

Frazer School of Driving
(MT)
406-846-3686

Richard Holyoak (Canada)
403-933-3706

Bill Wiggins (WA)
602-489-3789

River Plains Farm (TN)
Info@riverplainsfarm.com

NOAH
ULTRALITE
187 |b

Pleasurethyme offers
YONIES HARNESS

356 Ib For questions on harness
and customizing, call

610-273-7370

el i Pric.es and additional
. options upon request.

Plsrthyme@gmail.com | 540-305 9669 Delivery anywhere in

Like us on Facebook — Pleasurethyme Carriages ptkutzmann.com USA and Canada.
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News Bits

Items of interest

The American Driving Society, Inc. Announces
Pony and VSE Measurement Program

THE AMERICAN DRIVING SOCIETY, INC.

(ADS) announced for 2020 its new Pony

& VSE Measurement Program. Article

930.4 will be added to the 2020 ADS

Rulebook:

e ADS Ponies are 120 cm to 149 cm.

e ADS Small Ponies are 99 cm to 120 cm
with or without shoes.

e VSEs are under 99 cm with or without
shoes.

¢ Animals will be measured annually and
receive a Temporary Measurement
Card until the age of eight years
when they will receive a Permanent
Measurement Card.

e Measurement Cards are for the exclu-
sive use of ADS Competitions.

Measurement Procedures:

An ADS measurement may be taken by
only a trained ADS licensed official or vet-
erinarian. USEF Combined Driving Pony
Measurement cards and USEF Dressage

Pony Measurement Cards will be accept-
ed as proof of height.

Measurement MUST be taken from
the highest point of the withers. This spot
must be identified by palpation before the
measurement is taken.

Animals are to be measured on a flat,
hard surface. Concrete or tarmac is ideal.
If no such surface is available, the floor of
a horse trailer that has been leveled is ac-
ceptable. The animal must be positioned
with front legs parallel and perpendicular.
Front toes should be inline. All four feet
must be taking weight. The head must be
in its natural upright position.

Officials may not measure their own or
their family’s animals.

A veterinarian is not required to mea-
sure unless an animal is borderline in
height, and there might be a question as
to what height it might be.

Photographic identification, such as a
Coggins with photographs is acceptable

for animal identification. If a Coggins
has a space for notes, a veterinarian may
measure the animal and add the height in
this space.

All ponies and VSEs may be measured
from January 1, 2020, to July 1, 2020.

Effective July 1, 2020, all ponies and
VSEs must have a valid ADS Measure-
ment Card or USEF Measurement Card
as defined in Art 930.4.5.

A page dedicated to the ADS VSE
and Pony Measurement Program has
been created on the ADS website at
americandrivingsociety.org. On it, you
will find a list of frequently asked ques-
tions, a list of ADS Licensed Officials who
have been trained to measure animals
(this document will be updated regular-
ly as the list grows), and the ADS VSE &
Pony Measurement Card in fillable PDF
format. N

Morgan Horse Association Announces
Show Horse Hall of Fame Inductees

A
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SUZY STAFFORD’S PVF PEACE OF
Mind (Hunny) was inducted into the
American Morgan Horse Association’s
Show Horse Hall of Fame. Hunny is
one of three Morgans to be honored in
this year’s class, along with Opies Boy
and Treble’s Tanqueray GCH. Hunny, in
her debut at the 2013 Morgan World
Championship Show, was a two-time
World Champion and four-time Grand
National Champion in the Carriage
Driving division. She was also the USEF
Zone 2 Regional Champion in Ridden
Dressage First Level and Carriage
driving. Hunny accumulated multiple
USEF honors from 2014 through 2016,
including Reserve National Combined
Driving Horse Champion, Reserve
Combined Driving Horse of the Year,
and National Combined Driving Horse
Champion. In 2015, Hunny was named
the USEF Horse of the Year and was
inducted into the Horse Stars Hall of
Fame, sponsored by the USEF and
Equus Foundations. N
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The Foundation for the Horse Providing $10,000
in Matching Funds for Australia Wildfire Relief

THE FOUNDATION FOR THE HORSE IS
accepting aid through its Disaster Relief
Fund to support veterinarians working
with wildlife, horses, and other livestock
affected by the Australia wildfires, which
have taken an unimaginable toll on the
nation and its animals.

The Foundation, whose mission is to
improve the welfare of horses, will match
the first $10,000 in donations. All contri-
butions will be distributed to the Austra-
lia Veterinary Association’s Benevolent
Fund to support the many veterinarians
impacted by the fires or providing chari-
table care to affected animals.

“The sheer scope of this catastro-
phe and the gallant veterinary response,
which undoubtedly includes many equine
veterinarians pulled from their tradition-

al practice to provide emergency care
for all species, compels The Foundation
in this instance to reach out beyond its
horse-centric mission,” said Lisa Metcalf,
DVM, MS, DACT, chair of The Founda-
tion’s Disaster Medicine Subcommittee.
“We are all vets first, before being equine
vets, and although our dollars may be
needed in the future for rebuilding or an-
other disaster, this is now.”

To support the needs of the affect-
ed veterinarians and those on the front
lines in Australia, please donate online at
Sfoundationforthehorse.org/impact/
disaster-relief.

Donations are also accepted by mail
at The Foundation for the Horse, Disas-
ter Relief Fund, 4033 Iron Works Park-
way, Lexington, KY 40511; and by phone

Certified Horsemanship Association Adds New
Horsemanship Safety Video to Collection

THE CERTIFIED HORSEMANSHIP ASSOCI-
ation (CHA) has expanded its educa-
tional offerings on its YouTube channel
again. These free resources are great
for all ages and experience levels to
watch and expand their knowledge while
keeping a focus on horsemanship safety.
Viewers can watch all the videos, which
cover a variety of topics and range from
three to 15 minutes in length by visiting
youltube.com/user/chainstructor/.
The newest additions cover the fol-
lowing topics:
¢ “Lunging the Horse Safely” with CHA
President Tammi Gainer
e “How to Safely Hitch a Horse” with
Ellen Taylor from the Harness Horse
Youth Foundation
e “The Horse’s Digestive Tract” with
CHA Instructor and board member
Susan Garside
e “Sample Lesson: Simple Change of
Lead” with CHA Certifier Cheryl West
Past topics covered include Sample Les-
son: First Trot, Lengthening and Short-
ening Horse’s Strides, Truck and Trailer
Safety Check, Showmanship Tips, How to
Pony a Horse Safely, How to Fit a Rope
Halter, and much more.
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CHA encourages the horse industry
and the public to use these free videos
and to embed them on their websites for
their clients. CHAs videos are created
with the goals of helping to spread the
CHA’s mission of safe, effective, and fun
horsemanship.

CHA  Instructors Change Lives
Through Safe Experiences with Horses.
The purpose of CHA 1s to promote ex-
cellence in safety and education for the
benefit of the horse industry. CHA cer-
tifies imstructors and trail guides, ac-
credits equestrian facilities, publishes
educational manuals, produces educa-
tional horsemanship DVDs and Horse-
manship Safety shorts, and hosts re-
gional and wnternational conferences.
For more wnformation on the largest
certifying body of riding instructors
and barn managers in Norvth America,
Certified Horsemanship Association,
please visit www.CHA.horse or call 859-
259-3399. To find a certified horseback
riding nstructor or accredited equine
Sacility mear you, visit www.CHAin-
structors.com. 0

at (800) 433-0177 (U.S. only) or (859)
233-0147.

The Foundation for the Horse (for-
merly AAEP Foundation) is a 501(c)
(3) organization established in 1994 that
serves as the charitable arm of the Amer-
ican Association of Equine Practitioners
to improve the welfare of horses. Since
its inception, The Foundation has dis-
tributed more than $6 million to fulfill its
vital mission. For more information, visit
Sfoundationforthehorse.org. 0

First Three-Show Pleasure
Show Challenge

CARRIAGE DRIVING BRINGS AN
undeniable spirit and elegance to
the equestrian community recap-
turing the essence of days gone by.

Come and enjoy the variety of
turnouts from miniatures to draft
horses put to elegant antique car-
riages as well as sleek modern-day
vehicles as they compete in ring
and cones classes. You don’t want
to miss the Carriage Dog Class!

So, mark your calendars to en-
ter these three top Pleasure Shows
on the East Coast to win $50 and
Challenge Ribbon!

e Aiken Carriage Classic, April
18-19, 2020, Aiken Training Track
Field, Aiken, S.C. Questions con-
tact Katy Rhinehart 641-485-7821,
gkml04@heartofiowa.net

e (Carriage Classic in the Pines,
May 2-3, 2020, Big Sky Farm,
Southern Pines, N.C. Questions
contact Leslie Griewe 910-215-
3562, griewele@embargmail.com

e Morven Park Carriage Show,
Arena Driving Trial & Pleasure
Drive — Morven Park International
Equestrian Center, Leesburg, Va.

Questions contact Samantha
Franklin = 703-777-2890 x6614,
sfranklin@morvenpark.org

For further details consult the
American Driving Society Omnibus
listing for each show. N
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News Bits ...

Mary Phelps’ “The Gangsters” Now Breyer Model Ponies

SMALL IN SIZE BUT NOT TALENT, CLASSIC AMERICAN SHETLAND
Bugsy Maloney and Shetland/Welsh cross Tony Da Pony compete
with owner Mary Phelps in the top level of combined driving: FEI
Advanced. Nicknamed the “Gangsters” for their playful names,
they are now immortalized as Breyer Model Horses.

FOR SALE

Trained/shown by Suzy Stafford, Isobel is the most
talented Friesian driving horse in North America and in foal
to Hessel for an April birth! For details:
fhana.com/classifieds (Gail Aumiller, PA 717-372-2650)

Breyer Model Horses, celebrating the brand’s 70th Anniversa-
ry this year, invites families and collectors of all ages to the 31st
annual BreyerFest celebration at the Kentucky Horse Park in
Lexington, July 10-12, 2020. For this year’s Celtic Fling, Breyer-
Fest celebrates three-day eventing superstar Ballynoe Castle
RM, a 2000 Irish Sport Horse owned by Carl and Cassie Segal and
ridden and trained by Buck Davidson. Joining Ballynoe Castle RM
at this year’s event will be “The Gangsters” — Tony Da Pony and
Bugsy Maloney — a pair of adorable pinto driving ponies; Avatar’s
Jazzman, a champion eventing Morgan; the beautiful Hawkes
Ranch hitch Clydesdales; and the amazing Tempel Lipizzans.
Follow along on the BreyerFest Blog on www.BreyerHorses.com
to learn more about BreyerFest guest horses and performers in
the coming months! N

At

Preserve the Tradition!

Classic —

In the Pines
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Carriage ..

May 2-3, 2020

Join us at
Claire Reid’s
Big SkyFarm

in the
beautiful
Sandbhills of
North Carolina
for a weekend
of pleasure
driving.
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Association News

The ADS is in its 46th year of support-
ing carriage driving, and we've got so
much to celebrate. The 2019 ADS An-
nual Meeting Weekend was a great suc-
cess, with well-attended driving events, a
record-setting number of meeting attendees, and a fun awards
Gala. During the Gala, ADS President Dan Rosenthal named
Mid-Atlantic Regional Director and Recreational Driving Chair
Heidi Ferguson as the 2019 President’s Award winner for her
exemplary contributions to the ADS and recreational driving.
Gary Grisham was named the 2019 ADS Volunteer of the Year,
and although he wasn’t able to attend (he lives in Hawaii), he
was well honored with a nomination submitted by Hardy Zantke.
The 2019 ADS Youth Champions were: Combined Driving, Diego
Rubio; Pleasure Driving, Jordyn Anderson; Recreational Driving,
Riley Schoenecke. The Hours to Drive pin winners, the Calcu-
lated Championships, and the Driven Dressage Awards were all

Notes from the national organizations and committees

American Driving Society, Inc.

awarded at the Gala. This was the first year for the ADS Hours to
Drive Challenge, in which the ADS regions compete for the most
hours driven, won by the Mid-Atlantic Region by a 200-hour lead.

During the Board Meeting on December 8, the ADS Board of
Directors approved the ADS VSE and Pony Measurement Pro-
gram that requires all VSEs and ponies competing in ADS-rec-
ognized competitions to be measured before competing, begin-
ning July 1, 2020. For more information and a list of Frequently
Asked Questions, navigate to https://americandrivingsociety.org/
Events-Resources/VSE-Pony-Measurement-Program

Make sure to order your 2020 ADS Rulebook: americandriv-
wgsociety.org/Events-Resources/Rules/Order-Rulebook

And finally, the 2020 ADS Dressage Tests are posted on the
ADS site under Resources. The Judges View from C is available
to everyone, and the Driver’s View From A is available to all
ADS members.
—Abbie Trexler, ADS Executive Director

By the time you read this, the winter sea-
sonin Florida will have wrapped up, and we

5;&%?
O S
USEF D want to thank all of the shows that offered
the FEI para-driving test to those compet-

itors who are aiming to make the 2020 para-driving team. January
29 was our first para-driving competitive clinic in Florida with Sara
Schmitt. Many para-drivers are scheduled to be at the clinic. We
thank Anna Koopman for organizing the clinic at her parents’ farm
in Florida.

We have seen Chris Carswell, Stefanie Putnam, and Bob Giles
participating in the USEF Developing Drivers program clinics
in Florida this year. We plan on hosting a few more clinics, so
please email Diane at dkastama@verizon.net to suggest clinicians
and locations.

United States Driving for the Disabled, Inc.

Para-driver Ginny Leal is organizing a clinic for all drivers at
Sargent’s Equestrian with international para-driver and World
Champion Jacques Poppin in February. While USDFD doesn’t
sponsor this, para-drivers are encouraged to apply to the Sybil
Dukehart grant program for help with expenses.

USDFD worked with the ADS on accommodations and dis-
pensations for the new dressage tests at the lower levels that are
requiring one-handed movements. We have a few para-drivers
who find it physically impossible to hold the reins in one hand,
and they have dispensation for this.

Our Accessible Carriage Program is still in the works. Please
contact Diane Kastama at dkastama@verizon.net if interested.
Please renew your memberships at www.usdfd.org
—Diane Kastama, President USDFD

Building on the success of the Carriage
Museum of America’s searchable online
library catalog available through our web-
site at carriagemuseumlibrary.org, we
have now made digitally accessible nearly
130 additional titles. Many of these digital
titles which can now be read in full come from the ‘Driving’ and
‘Coaching’ sections in the CMA’s library including An American
Four-in-Hand in Britain by Andrew Carnegie; An Old Coach-
man’s Chatter by Edward Corbett; Coaching Days and Coach-
ing Ways by Tristram Outram; Driving Lessons by Edwin Howl-
ett; Driving by Frances Ware; Driving for Pleasure by Francis

Cfmﬂm
MUSELM

s [ e
AMERICA

Carriage Museum of America

Underhill; Riding and Driving for Women by Belle Beach, and
many others. Be sure to explore our catalog and discover some-
thing new to read this winter.

The CMA was proud to sponsor the CAA International Car-
riage Symposium near Washington, DC, in January. This event
was a great success and featured talks by carriage scholars from
around the world, trips to see private collections, and a trade fair.
We hope you join us in another two years for the next Carriage
Symposium.

—John Stallard, Director of Operations

The 7th Bi-Annual CAA/CMA Interna-
tional Carriage Symposium in Herndon,
Virginia, was a success! Many thanks
to our speakers - Jeffrey Allison, Amy
Bracey, Stephan Broeckx, Dr. Mario Doberl, Stephen Heaver,
Rob Lewis, William Neel, Richard Nicoll, Jerry Rider, and Cathy
Wegener. Mark Duffell and Whitestone Farm put on a fantastic
Iunch for us. In addition to seeing their carriage collection, we
learned a bit about registered Angus cattle. There was a great
deal of discussion at Winmill Carriage Museum at Morven Park as
we viewed a wide variety of carriages ranging from Tom Thumb’s
Coach to a Brewster Shell Sleigh. Several attendees also visit-
ed the National Sporting Library and Museum, where they were
able to see the Silver Coach discussed at the 2018 Symposium.
On Sunday, as a special treat, Jack and Marge Day opened their
carriage collection to CAA members, and the Fire Museum of
Maryland opened especially for us.

The CAA Annual Membership Meeting took place during
the Symposium. We're pleased to announce Sally Armstrong of
Texas as our new president. Our vice-presidents are E G Moody
(Tennessee), Bill Venditta (Pennsylvania), and Allen Tucci
(Pennsylvania). Jimmy Chancellor (Tennessee) is our treasurer,
and Lynn Tuckwiller (West Virginia) is secretary. We welcome
two new board members, Margie Cox (Oklahoma) and Mark
Duffell (Virginia).

Our next venture is CAA Sporting Day of Traditional Driv-
ing Seminar February 27-29, 2020, in Weirsdale, Florida. This
seminar offers potential organizers, judges, or participants the
opportunity to learn more about this fun and special event. In-
ternational judge Raimundo Coral of Spain will join the panel, as
will Erik and Mary Jensen (Colorado), David Saunders (Florida),
and Gloria Austin (Florida). Combined, they have judged, orga-

The Carriage Association of America

nized, and participated in a Sporting Day of Traditional Driving
for years. Not familiar with Sporting Days of Traditional Driv-
ing? They were started in Europe by combined driving enthusi-
asts looking for a less stressful activity that still challenged their
skills. The Sporting Day focuses on traditional driving and in-
cludes three phases: a Turnout Inspection, a Country Drive, and
a Cones Course.

The CAA has been promoting Sporting Days for about fifteen
years. We accept all types of carriages, but antique vehicles or
traditional reproductions of the same are preferred. In the same
vein, traditional leather harness that is appropriate to the vehicle
is preferred over synthetic harness. The Sporting Day of Tradi-
tional Driving does contain competitive elements. Each turnout,
however, is competing against an ideal, rather than against the
other turnouts in attendance. The optimum score of 100 is bro-
ken down among the three phases as follows: a possible 50 points
for the Turnout Inspection, 25 for the Country Drive, and 25 for
the Cones Course. Drivers are challenged during the driving por-
tion by an assortment of ‘hazards’ you might find on a country
drive. They may include: Drive up to a carpet, halt, and take up
or let off a passenger; Drive up to a gate, stop, put a groom down.
Groom opens gate, turnout drives through and stops, groom
closes gate and remounts vehicle; Rein back for a specified
number of steps; Demonstrate appropriate road signals; Drive
over a bridge; Execute a whip salute; Signal and execute a turn;
Demonstrate a repair, in case of a breakage; Drive at a fast trot
up to a cone, and stop with the front hub in line with the cone;
Drive a figure-8 indicated by cones. To find out more about CAA
Sporting Days of Traditional Driving or the seminar, please visit
our website at www.CAAOnline.com.

—Jill Rydey, Executive Director
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United States Equestrian Federation, Inc.

The Driving Sport Committee met at the 2020 USEF Annual
Meeting in West Palm Beach, Florida, on January 9 to discuss
various driving sport programs and ini-
\ tiatives. The meeting agenda covered
- . .

various topics to move the sport forward

U S into 2020.
EQUESTRIAN . .The com.m.ittee will l?e creati.ng a po-
sition of Driving Technical Advisor as a
part-time role to guide the USEF Pathway Programs and deliver
support for athletes. An outline of the roles and responsibilities
for this position will be published soon with instructions on how

to submit a proposal.

Some new competition format ideas are in the works as well.
The goal is to create smaller competition products that are sim-
ple for organizers to manage and accessible for drivers to attend;
for example, a 1-2 day competition with any combination of dres-
sage, cones, and/or a modified marathon. Besides the benefit of
having more events locally, drivers could have access to addition-
al recognition at all levels — for instance, special awards for driv-
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ers under the age of 25 (U25). USEF also recognizes the need
to build a pathway for competitions to develop regional events
into large-scale licensed competitions, if the possibility is there.
These new products will roll out in a pilot program before the
end of 2020.

Another new initiative that the committee is taking on is
building the foundation of the USEF Athlete Pathway Programs:
the Emerging Driver Program. While this program will under-
pin the Developing and Elite Athlete Programs, it will function
differently. The purpose of the USEF Emerging Driver Program
is to provide structure for introductory and grassroots educa-
tion for the driving discipline but allow the clinics or educational
events to be managed regionally. The program will offer benefits
and support to facilities, clubs, or coaches who want to host an
event. Watch for more information later this year.

The Driving Sport Committee is revitalized this year with the
continued goal of increasing the driving discipline on a national
level. It’s an exciting time to be part of USA Driving.

—Danielle Aamodt, USEF Divector of Driving

DRIVING DIGEST » 13
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Although carriage driving offers equestrians an opportunity
to enjoy their horses and ponies for years longer than they
might be able to ride, the aging process can take its toll.

explored problems involving the hand, wrist, elbow,

and shoulder. In this issue, we will explore issues
with the knee, and what we can do to extend the years
we can enjoy being on the carriage.

For a variety of reasons, the knee joint is the most
complex joint in our bodies. The knee joint has three
boney parts to it, which must work in harmony. There is
the medial side, the lateral side, and the kneecap (patel-
l1a). Each one of these parts has a different shape and a
different center of rotation. Both the medial and lateral
sides of the end of the femur (thigh bone) must move
against the upper portion of the tibia, and the patella
must move in a grove that exists in the end of the femur.
On the outside of the knee are two very strong ligaments
which help to hold the knee together. These are the me-
dial and lateral collateral ligaments. In the center of the
knee sits the anterior and posterior cruciate ligaments
which keep the knee from shifting too far to the front
or back. There is also a ligament structure surrounding
the knee called the capsule. The knee capsule contains
many nerve endings and is a significant source of pain
and swelling following an injury to the joint.

When engaged in the sport of carriage driving the
knee joint is stressed in a variety of ways. One must flex
the knee and put stress on it when harnessing, putting
to, and significantly when getting into the carriage.

Probably the most common knee problem would be
progressive arthritis, something that we all will face to
some extent as we age. For this discussion, I am going to
consider the most common type of knee arthritis known
as degenerative arthritis.

Degenerative arthritis is basically wear and tear. The
cartilage that covers the surfaces of the knees starts to
wear out. In the early stages of this process, treatment
with mild anti-inflammatory medications such as ibu-
profen can be beneficial. Exercises to maintain strength

I n the March-April 2019 issue of Driving Digest, we

in the thigh muscles are also beneficial. Please keep in
mind, however, that even over the counter medications
for the treatment of arthritis should be cleared with
your doctor since they can interact with other drugs
that you may be taking and they all can have undesirable
side effects in some instances. If you have high blood
pressure, the chronic use of anti-inflammatory medica-
tion can exacerbate that problem and, therefore, would
require close monitoring.

Limiting the amount of bending of the knee when
mounting the carriage would be helpful. This can be ac-
complished by using a small stool. If knee discomfort is
a significant problem following a drive, the application of
an ice pack is also worthwhile.

If the surfaces of the knee joint are not completely
worn out and you are in a situation where some cartilage
still remains in your knee, cortisone injections can be
very effective. Of course, this mode of treatment is ad-
ministered by a physician trained in joint injection tech-
niques. Cortisone is a strong anti-inflammatory medica-
tion that can calm joint arthritis down for months at a
time. It is, however, a double-edged sword. Too much
given too frequently can be harmful. My personal rule
when [ was practicing orthopedic surgery was no more
than three injections into the same joint within a year.
Keep in mind that cortisone is a powerful drug, and in
some patients such as diabetics, it may not be advisable.

For moderate knee pain as the result of arthritis, the
use of a cane will usually help. The cane would need to
be used on the side opposite the painful knee. A cane
functions by shifting your body weight in the direction
of the cane, so if your right knee hurts, you need to shift
weight to your left.

Certain modifications of your carriage are also con-
siderations. A lower step, if it can be installed, will help
since it would enable the driver to get onto the carriage
without bending the knee as much.

When engaged in the sport of carriage driving the knee joint is stressed in a

variety of ways. One must flex the knee and put stress on it when harnessing,
putting to, and significantly when getting into the carriage.
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here may come a time, if your knee is

arthritic and worn down to the point
where bone is rubbing against bone, that
the treatments mentioned above are no
longer effective. If your activities are
limited to a degree that is unacceptable,
then a knee replacement is an option. I
happen to have considerable experience
with this modality of care. I have replaced
many knees during my years of practice
and have undergone a knee replacement
myself just two months before writing
this article.

Total knee replacement involves re-
moving the worn-out joint surfaces and
replacing them with a combination of
metal and very high-grade plastic (high

A stool like this makes it easier to get into
the carriage. This one folds up so it can go
into the carriage.
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molecular weight polymer) material. The
required rehabilitation from a knee re-
placement is intense and requires a part-
nership between a physical therapist and
the patient. It is necessary to perform a
prescribed set of exercises under super-
vision and also independently for months
following the procedure. All things con-
sidered, total knee replacement is highly
successful, providing the patient is will-
ing to follow through with the prescribed
exercise program for months after the
operation.

Now let’s consider various injuries that
cause your knee to become painful and
not function the way you would like. For-
tunately, most of these injuries will heal
with appropriate care and periods of rest.

As noted at the beginning of this dis-
cussion, the knee joint is held together
by various ligaments. A stretch or tear of

these ligaments is a sprain. By far, most
sprains heal well with rest and, at times,
a period of immobilization with a type
of splinting device known, as you might
expect, as a knee immobilizer. These
sprains can occur from a fall or a twist-
ing type injury. Once a significant sprain
injury occurs, driving or even riding on
a horse carriage is a very bad idea. Time

This carriage has a place to put your foot
as you step into and off of the carriage.
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It is important to find the right seat adjustment. Too close, just right, too far back.

is the best healer for this type of liga-
ment damage, and rest does not include
balancing around on a carriage. Some
sprains can be severe enough to require
surgery. As noted earlier in this discus-
sion, there is a ligament within the knee
known as the anterior cruciate ligament.
There are times when this ligament, if
torn completely, will require a surgical
procedure known as a cruciate ligament
reconstruction. This requires implanting
a new ligament within the knee using
either the patient’s own tissue or a graft
from a cadaver. This is a complex opera-
tion usually only performed on a young-
er individual and requires an extensive
course of therapy and rehabilitation after
it is performed.

If one falls and lands on the patella
(kneecap), a bruise will result if you are
lucky. If not so lucky, the kneecap will
break, but let’s assume luck is with you.
In that case, ice application will help along
with rest and occasionally splinting. If pain
is severe after such an injury, an x-ray will
be needed to assure that the kneecap is
not broken. A broken kneecap often will
require surgery. Even a simple bruise of
the kneecap will require four to six weeks
to heal. If during that healing period, the
pain is not too bad, it is perfectly ok to
ride or drive your equine of choice.

There are two semicircular structures
within the knee known as the medial and
the lateral meniscus. These structures
help to stabilize the knee and also act as
shock absorbers. If one has a twisting in-
jury to the knee joint, these can tear. It
is usually the medial meniscus that gives
way. A small tear may, at times, heal with-
out surgery, but some will require sur-
gery. Some tears can be repaired using
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an arthroscope, which allows the surgeon
to perform various procedures though
very small minimally invasive incisions.
Removal of the torn portion is sometimes
necessary. In a very active young person,
ameniscus cadaver graft can in some cas-
es by implanted. If a meniscus is removed,
arthritis of the involved knee will be more
likely to be problematic later on in life, so
in a young person, we try to avoid this. A
large untreated tear of the meniscus will
cause unpredictable collapse (instability)
of the joint. This is not something that
most people will tolerate for long.

I did not discuss fractures of the knee
but will just say that a fracture of the
knee is certainly possible as the result of
a fall. This is most likely in an older per-
son (over 60) since, as we age, most of
us lose some of our bone mass, and, of
course, this will increase the possibility
of a break. Fractures of the knee will of-
ten require rather complex surgical care.
So how do you know if you have a severe
sprain or a fracture? Well, that is why we
have x-rays. It is important to see a phy-
sician after any knee injury that causes
significant pain and have the knee prop-
erly evaluated with an examination and
appropriate x-rays.

Stay strong

Before I end this discussion, let’s talk a bit
about what you can do to keep your knees
in optimal condition. In carriage driving,
we use our knees quite a bit. Besides driv-
ing, we walk cones over and over again,

we walk hazards over and over again, and
we take a good bit of stress on the knee,
whether driving or navigating,.

There is a muscle in the front of the
thigh that controls the knee. This mus-
cle is the quadriceps muscle. It has that
name because it is comprised of four
parts. Strengthening this muscle is very
beneficial for the health of the knee joint.
Performing extension exercises against
weight will do this for you as well as hold-
ing the knee in extension and contract-
ing the muscle in the front of the thigh
will serve that function. Certainly, a few
sessions with a physical trainer would
be very worthwhile. Weight control also
if very important in the long run since
weight adds stress to the knee.

Paying some attention to seat adjust-
ments may be quite helpful. The knee
joint is generally susceptible to greater
stress in a flexed position. Adjusting the
seat back a bit while still maintaining a
forward position sufficient to operate the
brake may be quite helpful. Also, keeping
the seat back a bit enables the large mus-
cle in the front of the thigh to function un-
der a greater mechanical advantage when
bracing against the dashboard. These are
small measures, but every little bit helps.

In closing, keep in mind that as we
age, we will all have some aches and
pains in our knees and or other parts of
our anatomy. The goal is the keep these
elements of growing up from significant-
ly limiting our ability to continue in the
sport we love. N

As we age, we will all have some aches and pains in

our knees and or other parts of our anatomy.
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Top to bottom: Island photographers took photos to sell to the tourists. This one dates to 1941. Photo courtesy of Mackinac State Historic Parks.
» Modern-day tourists are still enjoying carriage rides on the island.
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CARR!AGE TOURS

A MACKINAC ISLAND TRADITION

BY ANN PRINGLE

MACKINAC ISLAND. There is no place quite like it in the
U.S., possibly the world. Imagine taking a high-speed ferry to
an island in one of Michigan’s Great Lakes and being met at
the dock by a horse-drawn carriage. Imagine 40 hotels, guest
houses, and resorts offering 1,600 unique rooms and dozens
of restaurants, shops, and museums, all of which rely on real
horsepower to function. You won’t see a car or truck any-
where from the time you step off the ferry until you return to
the mainland. How has Mackinac Island survived and thrived

- # s
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from the 19th century to the 21st? The Chambers family was
there at the beginning and is still there today.

IN THE BEGINNING

The Straits — the area between the upper and lower pen-
insulas of Michigan — was once home to the Chippewa and
Ottawa tribes; Mackinac Island — located at the eastern end
of the Straits — has been possessed by the French, British,
and Americans. In 1781, the British dismantled Fort Michili-
mackinac on the south shore of the Straits (Michigan’s lower
peninsula) and moved it to Mackinac Island, renaming it Fort

f
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A rare image showing the hack drivers and the carriages used in the 1880s to take people through the National Park. Mackinac was a National Park from
1875-1895, the second after Yellowstone. Photo courtesy of Mackinac State Historic Parks
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This circa 1945 photo shows the carriages lined
up on Main Street awaiting the tourists to arrive
by ferry. Photo courtesy of Brad Chambers

Mackinac. Horses were the only trans-
portation available, and they were used
to bring lumber and supplies across the
ice in the winter. In the 1800s, the people
who lived on the island used horses for
transportation, and as businesses grew,
horses were used to transport goods that
came to the island by ferry. The railroads
came to Mackinaw City and St. Ignace in
1881. Hotels sprung up starting in 1885.
Grand Hotel was built in 1887, attracting
a new variety of people to Mackinac Is-
land — the tourist.

CARRIAGEMEN

‘Carriagemen’ have been giving horse-
drawn carriage tours of the island
since 1869. As ferries arrived at the
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docks, drivers lined up their carriages in
the center of Main Street to greet tourists
as they arrived on the island. Competition
among those drivers was keen and occa-
sionally cut-throat. One thing they did
agree on was that they did not want auto-
mobiles to take over. In 1896, the minutes
of the Village of Mackinac Island Council
included an entry presented by four men,
including Thomas P. Chambers, request-
ing an ordinance to ban horseless carriag-
es on the island. It protested granting a
license to anyone for the purpose of “run-
ning of any vehicle known as a horseless
carriages on the streets or roads in this
village as the running of such a vehicle on
the streets or roads of the village is dan-
gerous to the lives and property of your
petitioners and their patrons and to all
others who use the streets and roads of
the village as such vehicle as known as
a horseless carriage when operating and
running will frighten even a quite [sic]
horse and will cause any timid or spirited
animal to run away to the danger of both
lives and property...”

In 1898 Mackinac Island officials banned
automobiles from use on the island.

A SUMMER DESTINATION

Mackinac Island was evolving into a resort
community with wealthy families from
Chicago spending the summer season on
the Island. Horses and carriages crowded
the streets to pick up passengers coming
off the boats, and it be-
came clear that

they needed more carriages. In 1924, be-
cause of the intensity of the competition
among the carriage operators, the Mack-
inac Island State Park Commission was
called to mediate between the carriage
owners and the result was the formation
of the Carriagemens’ Association. On ac-
count of the price of liability insurance
and the cost of running a stable, they
needed a more formal association. In
1948, thirty families formed a new corpo-
ration, Mackinac Island Carriage Tours,
Inc. Each carriageman with a team of
horses and a carriage was issued shares
of stock. Today, about six families are still
involved.

THE CHAMBERS FAMILY

Several of Thomas Chambers’ descen-
dants still actively run Mackinac Island
Carriage Tours [MICT], including Thom-
as’s great-grandsons, James (Jim), and
William (Bill) Chambers, and his great-
great-grandson, Brad. Today, it is the
world’s oldest horse and carriage service.
The company owns and operates approx-
imately 100 carriages pulled by over 350
horses, providing carriage tours, taxi
service, and commercial drayage for all
the hotels, gift shops, and businesses on
the island.

Bill Chambers — or Dr. Bill, as he is
fondly referred to on the island - is the
spokesperson for the Chambers family.
Now 87 years, he still lives in the family
home built by Thomas Chambers in 1830
on the corner of Market and Cadotte
streets. (Michigan didn’t become a state
until 1837.) Thomas, the oldest of three
brothers, was the first to arrive from Ire-
land. According to Dr. Bill, Thomas set-
tled on Mackinac to do some trading with
the Native Americans and opened a store.

“There were 30 families at one time in
this business,” says Dr. Bill. His father, Ar-
thur T. Chambers, and grandfather were
the largest owners of carriage licenses in
the city of Mackinac Island; the local town
government still requires licenses to oper-
ate horse-drawn carriages on the street.

Another rare image showing the hack drivers in
the 1880s. Photo courtesy of Mackinac State
Historic Parks
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Large, strong horses were needed to
pull up the steep Mission hill. Steel shoes
with corks were put on the horses. The
most important thing, according to Dr.
Bill, were the teamsters. “They knew how
to put them over the hill — they knew
how to drive them, and the horses knew
the drivers.”

Dr. Bill and his siblings — Bud, Sally
(both now deceased), and Jim — played
in the stables as soon as they could walk.
And even before they started school, they
learned how to drive by sitting on their
father’s lap and holding on to the back of
his hands until they were ready to hold
the reins alone.

After high school, Bill, who liked to hang
around with the veterinarian on the island
in the summers, left to attend college at
Michigan State and studied to become a
veterinarian. He served in the Army as a
veterinarian during the Korean War.

Sally married and went to Boston with
her husband. Jim married a local girl and
stayed on the Island.

Bud became a master
mechanic and built
and
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Right: Arthur T. Chambers (white hat), father
of Bill and grandfather of Brad, in front of the
Carriage Tour ticket office in the mid 1940s. The
office looks exactly the same 75 years later.

Below: The house built by Thomas P. Chambers
in 1830 and where Dr. Bill Chambers lives to-
day. One of the 20-passenger tour carriage is
passing by. Photo by Ann Pringle

repaired the Carriage Tour carriages. He
was responsible for redesigning them after
World War II when tourism increased.
Many of the carriages held just four peo-
ple. The largest carriage they had held 12
people. Most held four or six, a few held
nine, but only two held 12. Bud’s father
came up with a way to make them hold
more people, but he needed Bud, who had
a very steady hand to make it happen. Us-
ing an extremely sharp hand-saw, Bud
sliced the carriage in two, right down the
middle. They inserted an eight-inch piece
and changed the axles. Now the carriage
would hold six people. They still use the
tools that their grandfather used.

Dr. Bill recalls talking with
his brother Jim about how
Bud was responsible for steer-
ing their futures in a

%

certain way because of the improvements
he made to a carriage that ultimately
impacted the business. Bud was smart
enough to see that they needed carriages
that would hold more people as tourism
grew. Today’s carriages used for tours
hold up to 35 people and are pulled by
three draft horses.
Jim still looks after the company’s 350
horses. Most of the horses used to pull
the taxis and tour carriages are Per-
cherons. The Chambers also own
and breed Hackney horses. g

continues on next page -
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For six months a year, the horses
work on the island, giving tours and de-
livering people to hotels and restaurants.
The other six months, they are taken by
ferry to farms in Michigan’s Upper Pen-
insula owned by Jim, one with 600 acres,
another 1,100 acres, and the third 100
acres, located in an area with the largest
native grass (natural prairie grass) east of
the Mississippi. The horses are pastured
or kept in large feedlots surrounded by
woods. These are horses that don’t like
to be kept inside. Those who need it are
fed grain.

CARRIAGE TOURS TODAY
Where do they find these horses? Jim has
contacts throughout the United States
who know what kind of horses will work
well on Mackinac. “These horses are made
for Mackinac Island; otherwise, they don’t
offer them to Jim,” explains Dr. Bill. If
they don’t work out, back they go.

One of freight wagons. Photo by Ann Pringle
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This two-seated Studebaker pony runabout was
owned by Arthur T. Chambers and is part of the
collection displayed in the MICT/Grand Hotel
stable and museum. Photo by Ann Pringle

All these carriages need drivers.
Where do they come from? According
to Dr. Bill, they don’t care if their drivers
have any prior horse experience. In fact,
they prefer that they don’t, so they can
train them how to drive on Mackinac.
“We’ll make a driver out of them,” he says.
“That’s what we've done for 100 years.”
They train about 75 drivers each season.
A few of the drivers are islanders who
stay all year, but 50 years ago, when Bill’s
father was in charge, he liked to hire col-
lege students who could talk comfortably
to the tourists about the island’s history.
As far as handling the horses in the barn
area, they have experienced horsemen
who supervise the drivers very closely.

The drivers groom the first pair of
horses they will drive, harness them,
climb on the seat while the horses are
hitched, and the lines are handed to
them. The horses only work 4-5 hours out
of 24 and then are turned out for the rest
of the day. The drivers often work much
longer hours, from 9 a.m. through the
evening. The season lasts about 150 days.

Two blacksmiths are constantly busy;
veterinarians and maintenance men work
continuously behind the scenes to keep
the horses healthy and the carriages in
good repair.

Over the years, the Chambers have
amassed a nice carriage collection, many
of which are on display at the Mackinac
Island Carriage Tours/Grand Hotel’s sta-

ble or Surrey Hill, a stop on the regular
carriage tour. As a young man, Dr. Bill
saw carriages that weren’t being used,
or that were being modified for other
uses and would stash them away in a
warehouse or the back of a barn. His dad
would select the carriages that he liked
and were in good shape and preserve
them. Some they sent out to be restored.
All but a couple are island carriages and
include such well-known carriage makers
as Brewster, Kimball, and Studebaker.
They have a variety, and all are usable.

Much of Mackinac’s promotional mate-
rial features the iconic Hackney horse. Dr.
Bill has a pair of Hackney ponies to drive
for his pleasure, but the early horses the
Chambers drove were what he calls ‘driv-
ing horses,” probably Hackney crosses.

Bill's son Brad is the fifth generation
who is committed to the family business.
He lives next door to his father in the
house initially built and lived in by his
great-great-uncle Frank. Brad runs the
day-to-day operation of MICT — Macki-
nac Island Carriage Tours. “I grew up in
St. Paul, Minnesota, in the winter, where
my father practiced veterinary medicine
and on Mackinac Island in the summer.
Summers on the island were great as a
kid. We had a lot of freedom to roam and
explore. Since we knew most of the island
residents, and Carriage Tours workers
were all over the island, we always felt a
sense of security. My brother and I would
often leave early in the morning on our
horses and ride the trails and roads in the
center of the island. We would try to get
lost, but being on an island, we would al-
ways eventually find the beach road, left
or right; it didn't matter, it always took us
back to town.”

Brad’s first official job with Mackinac
Island Carriage Tours was at the age of
14, loading passengers into carriages. In
1979 he helped open Surrey Hills, Car-
riage Tours’ new carriage museum and
transfer station where guests changed
from a carriage seating 20 people pulled
by two horses, to a carriage seating 35
pulled by three horses. This was the first
display of carriages collected by Carriage
Tours and the Chambers family.
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In 1981, Brad and his brother opened
Chambers Riding Stable. “My father gave
us ten horses and saddles and told us not
to call him unless we were completely
stopped and couldn’t figure it out. Well,
we never called him (for riding stable
business!) and seven years later had a suc-
cessful business with over 25 horses and
seven employees, which we turned over
to our Uncle Jim and cousins to operate.”

After college, Brad began working with
reservations and general business of MICT
when the marketing and reservation di-
rector became ill. “MICT also purchased
the island freight service that year, so I
helped with managing that business and
merging it into Carriage Tours operation.
My official title is corporate treasurer, but
we are not much on titles, I am involved in
every aspect of the business.

“I am most proud of transitioning
Mackinac Island Carriage Tours into the
21st century. We have maintained its in-
tegrity but also incorporated many new
technologies into the business. As you
can imagine, we are most adverse to
change. Especially motorized vehicles on
the island.”

Brad says he never had any doubt
about going into the family business.
“Like each generation before, you kind of
just grow up around the business, and the
next thing you know, you're in it, and it
has become a career.” He and his brother
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Top: Brad Chambers, Dr. B|II Chambers, Jim Chambers, and President of Grand Hotel Dan Musser,
Jr. at the opening of the Mackinac Island Carriage Tours/Grand Hotel Stables in 2012. Photo by Ann
Pringle. Below: Mackinac Island traffic. Photo by Ann Pringle

joked that one of the two needed to be
involved, and since his brother became a
cardiologist, Brad became the successor.
“I think he has the easier job!”

It is unimaginable to think about auto-
mobiles on Mackinac Island. Today, few-
er cottage owners have their own horses
and carriages and depend on bicycles,
taxis, and private tour carriages for their
transportation. E-bikes — or electric-as-
sisted bikes — are a cause for concern
on Mackinac. “This is the beginning of a
bad trend,” worries Dr. Bill. They can go
as fast as 25 miles an hour and can pose
a danger to the thousands of people on
foot, on regular bicycles, and of course,
the horses. There are ample accommoda-
tions for disabled people to get around on
the Island without e-bikes.

What is their future? The carriage
business on Mackinac arose after the
Civil War, survived two world wars,

Al ﬁ_ﬁﬂ‘ -
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operated through depressions, reces-
sions, and everything else. “You adjust
your operation to what’s happening at the
time,” Bill explains, however “any move-
ment to motorize would be a disaster to
Mackinac Island.”

The carriage tour operation works on
Mackinac Island because it has always
been done this way. “You couldn’t start
a company like this today,” says Dr. Bill.
Last summer Grand Hotel, the most fa-
mous of all the island’s hotels, and has
been privately or family-owned from the
beginning, was sold to a resort corpora-
tion. It remains to be seen how and if this
will impact the Mackinac businesses and
way of life that until now have been pri-
marily family operations. The community
is a close-knit one with people who have
lived on the island for generations. There
is no place quite like Mackinac Island. N
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FEATURE

 DRIVING | ponusb .-

are as much equine athletes as
their larger cou'_r:terparts and require
diet considerations different than the
average backyard pon*pfrfg
them at peak performance conditio

is a combination of proper nutrition
and conditioning.
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FEATURE :: FEEDING THE DRIVING PONY

MANAGING THE DIET

and planning a consistent exercise
program is crucial for peak performance
of driving ponies. But pony metabolisms

present a few added challenges for

their owners.

A muzzle is one way of letting ponies spend more time outside in the

pasture without the risk of founder. Photo courtesy of Thinline
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Most often, pony owners are told to eliminate grain,
limit hay, muzzle, or restrict pasture all together because
many ponies are challenged by Cushing's Disease (a
dysfunction of the pituitary gland), metabolic disorders,
and obesity. However, they are equine athletes and have
different requirements compared to the average plea-
sure pony.

A conversation with your veterinarian is the first step.
Discuss your goals and expectations for your equine
partner along with a realistic evaluation of your pony's
condition, age, breed, and suitability for the job. Your
veterinarian will be able to help you determine what the
pony will need going forward.

Providing enough nutrition without high levels of
sugars and starches (called nonstructural carbohydrates
or NSC) is a primary concern when feeding performance
ponies. Dietary NSC recommendations suggest NSC
levels for hay should be no higher than 10% for Insulin
Resistance and 12% for laminitic and special needs po-
nies (EMS, PPID, PSSM, and RER). Hay qualities vary, and
the best way to determine the exact nutritional qual-
ity is having a hay analysis done. For more informa-
tion on hay testing and interpreting hay analysis, visit
agry.purdue.edu/ext/forages/publications/ID-190.htm.
If the sugar/starch levels of the hay are over 10-15%, it is
possible to reduce those levels. According to Dr. Marty
Adams, Ph.D. for Cargill, “soak hay in cool water for an
hour to decrease the NSC by 30% and the DE (digestible
energy) by 20%." Beet pulp is a highly digestible fiber and

PASTURE TURNOUT

can prove challenging for
pony owners, and it is important
to manage the time a pony
spends grazing.

Some ponies cannot be turned

out on pasture grass at all, while

others can tolerate much more
extended periods of grazing.
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averages about 12.3% NSC. Rinsing the beet pulp after
it is soaked further reduces the NSC and is a great way
to provide fiber into the diet. Total forage (including pas-
ture and hay) intake is generally suggested at 1.5% to 2% of
the bodyweight.

Pasture turnout can prove challenging for pony own-
ers, and it is important to manage the time a pony spends
grazing. Limited grazing time, the use of muzzles during
turnout, or incorporating dry lot time gives the pony a
chance to relax and “be a pony” and reduces the inci-
dence of founder. Early morning hours are best for pas-
ture grazing because the levels of sugars in the grass are
at the lowest levels. The length of time a pony should be
allowed to graze on pasture greatly depending on each
pony's metabolism. Some ponies cannot be turned out on
pasture grass at all, while others can tolerate much more
extended periods of grazing. The use of a grazing muzzle
will prolong turnout time. Any pony owner knows it may
require a little ingenuity in getting crafty ponies to keep
their muzzles on!

Driving ponies require adequate vitamins, minerals,
and protein to do their job. Frequently, ponies are fed lit-
tle to no feed or vitamin/mineral supplement for fear of
overfeeding. It is the #1 mistake owners of performance
driving ponies make in the feeding program. Balancer
pellets or feed specially formulated for ponies provide
the necessary nutrients needed to maintain good body
functions and condition without the added carbs. Be sure
to check the label for feeding rates. All too often, owners
blame the feed or balancer for the horse losing condition
but fail to feed the recommended amounts. And, don't
forget electrolytes for those working ponies!

What can you give your driving ponies to provide them
with the fuel they need to do the marathon or long plea-
sure drives? Lipids (fats) are the fuel of choice because
fats are absorbed as volatile fatty acids in the gut and do
not alter the blood glucose levels. Fats are 2.25 times more
dense in digestible energy than grains making them the
perfect choice for performance ponies. Some feed com-
panies offer balancer pellets with added fat as an option
for pony owners.

High-performance ponies may require additional
supplementation to cope with stress, travel, and intense
workloads. Depending on the probiotic and prebiotic for-
tification of the feed or balancer pellet, it may be benefi-
cial to add a high-quality digestive aid. Flax or fish oil is
helpful by providing fat, protein, and two forms of poly-
unsaturated fatty acids. N
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The length of time a pony should
be allowed to graze on pasture
greatly depending on each
pony's metabolism.

Sandy Rose has been breeding Welsh ponies for more than 35 years
and produced some of the top hunter ponies in the country. She
has been an Equine Specialist and Nutrition Counselor for Southern
States since 1997. Sandy began driving ponies in the early 1980s and
has competed with singles, pairs, and a four-in-hand in both ADS and
USEF shows. Photo by Beverly Aird-Rankin

DRIVING DIGEST » 27



T - B e R,
- | [ B M
2
o

BOOKS, DVD'S. SIGNS
COLLAR PADS, POLES, EVENERS

CUSTOM HARNESS, COLLARS, EZ ENTRY CARTS
PIONEER EQUIPMENT, CUSTOM BITS

7 AND S0 MUCH
R\ MORE!

)
““Meader Supply
Rochester, NH

1-800-4-HORSES
meadersupply.com

We haﬁ your supplies!

-
f - Y

B¢ AR 71LC0 HARNESS & BITS
M@ HCRiTAGE GLOVES

V=
| VEREDUS PROTECTIVE BOOTS

PUFFER PADS

@PH 5 T
N
ol {..:; =

IF YOU WANT IT, AND “§
WE DONT HAVE T,
WE'LL FIND IT)

Meader Supply

Rochester, NH
1-800-4-HORSES

meadersupply.com




e Flexible Filly

Grazing Muzzle

Grazing muzzles are a must for many horses

and ponies but discomfort is not. The Flexible

Filly muzzle is unlike any other; it is softer,
lighter and less confining.

For the horses, the extraordinary comfort
level is coupled with the ability to move,
eat, breathe and play normally.

- The grazing hole is adjustable, allow-
e i\ ing you to create the perfect muzzle
\ N
for your equines’ needs.

Sizes: Minitodraft. Accessories
available at thinlineglobal.com
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METAMORA COMBINED DRIVING EVENT

The 36th Anniversary of Combined Driving in beautiful Metamora Hunt Country
June 19-21, 2020

Combined Test - Friday
Combined Driving Event: Saturday, Sunday

2020 Classes:
* Training
* Preliminary
* Intermediate

* Exciting Obstacles
* Beautiful Wooded Track
* Friendly Hospitality

4321 Barber Rd. Metamora, MI 48455 www.metamoracarriagedriving.com
info: Barb Chapman - 810-678-2500 or Darlene Daly - 810-441-0888
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It Was a Derby Day

Articles and Photos by Diane McKay

Activities

The first but definitely not the last

THE MOORE COUNTY DRIVING CLUB, BASED IN SOUTHERN PINES,
North Carolina, is proud to lay claim to the largest membership and
being one of the most active in the country. Besides energetic month-
ly meetings, they hold schooling combined driving events and com-
bined tests throughout the year, as well as three American Driving
Society sanctioned shows. Last year, thoughts of having a driving der-
by were visited a few times, and the decision to finally run such an
event came to be on January 18 at the Carolina Horse Park in Raeford,
North Carolina.

The park graciously donated its spacious venue for the competi-
tion that turned out to be exciting for the 24 drivers and many spec-
tators who attended. Cold temperatures didn’t seem to dampen the
spirits of anyone’s joy who contended to achieve good scores, and
judging by the smiles of all, including first-timers, it was evident that
the show was a success.

Keady and Randy Cadwell of Tremont Farm designed the half-kilo-
meter course consisting of ten sets of cones and two portable gate ob-
stacles, giving everyone a good run for their money. Each competitor
was allowed to have two goes through the course with its challenging
twists and turns. As always, it takes a village for events to run smooth-
ly. With club members Craig Kellogg officiating as the judge, Maureen
Grippa’s expertise taking on the colossal position as show secretary,
and various others acting as ring steward, scorer, cones pushers, and
hospitality, the organizers were more than pleased.

In evaluating what the competitors thought of the club’s first time
driving derby, this is what some had to say: “Many thanks to all who
worked to put this event on. It was such fun, and [ had a blast. I will be
back again,” or “Everyone looked like they were having a great time at
the derby today,” and “What an incredible event for everyone. We had
a wonderful time and learned so much. What a fantastic day.”

Suffice it to say that the first derby was a winner and the club looks
forward to hosting it again. N

Top left, counter-clockwise: Paul Grippa and his Arabo-Friesian pair made the
dirt fly. They competed at the Advanced level. | Kate Carr was Junior Champion
over ten years old. | Katie Wilkins won the Green as Grass VSE class. | Punky
Mudge won the Preliminary Single Horse class. | Hope Lucas and her mini mule
Texas Pete were second in the Training level VSE class.
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Activities Windsor drivers rock!

Windsor Trail Rocks

by Linda Willis

A YEAR AGO, SMALL WORKS OF ART BEGAN APPEARING IN THE PINE
forests surrounding the Windsor Trace Development in Windsor,
South Carolina. These magical stones all conveyed a brief mes-
sage to the finder, “Keep or rehide, but please post a pic to Face-
book — Windsor Trail Rocks.”

The Kindness Rocks Project was founded by Megan Murphy
of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, in February 2015 with two goals:
1: to inspire others, and 2: recruit every person who stumbles
upon it to join the pursuit of inspiring others through small acts
of kindness. “Together, we can make this world a little bit hap-
pier.” Since then, it has become a worldwide phenomenon with
millions of rock painters, hunters, and sharers.

I first became aware of the project when I picked up a small
painted rock outside a restaurant near my home outside Read-
ing, Pennsylvania. That rock introduced me to the Berks County,
Pennsylvania Rocks affiliate of the Kindness Rock Project, which
focuses their efforts primarily toward hospitals, physicians’ of-
fices, and public parks. Their rocks most often carry words of
encouragement and hope, but among its 39,000 members are
many talented portrait and wildlife artists who capture amazing
images on small stones. Rock painting has become a popular ac-
tivity at schools, playgrounds, and care facilities. I purchased a
few supplies, and while I don’t consider myself very artsy, I tried
my hand with a few stones and hid them locally. Lo and behold,

Left (top left, clockwise): The Grinch « A fox in his natural habitat. Photo
by Linda Willis « Sweet treats on the trail. « Even the ponies seem to be
looking. Photo courtesy of Linda Willis
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Above: It takes a keen eye to spot this parrot. Photo by Linda Willis

Below: Nancy Mullen driving Teddy, and Price Story find a rock. Photo by
Joy Milano

A

they soon showed up on the local Facebook Group Page as hav-
ing been found and relocated several times. One of those early
masterpieces eventually made its way to Hawaii and another to
the southernmost beach on Key West!

That fall, when we returned to our winter home in Windsor,
South Carolina, I invited a few friends over to introduce them to
the Kindness Rocks. That first evening we created the first six
stones which now appear as the cover photo of our Facebook
page. We opted for the name “Windsor Trail Rocks” and set up a
dedicated Facebook group to capture any activity prompted by
our rocks. Stones are placed primarily in trees or fence lines im-
mediately adjacent to the carriage trails where they may be easi-
ly photographed or reached by a driver or passenger. The reverse
side of the rock invites the finder to become part of the pro-
cess, and the rock community grows exponentially from there.
Finders very often graduate to rock painters in short order! Per-

The supplies used to create the Windsor Trail Rocks. Photo by Linda Willis
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haps the most significant rewards come
from seeing others enjoying our work
and watching the stones travel through-
out the neighborhood and occasionally
afar. Several of the Windsor Trail Rocks
were photographed in New York City at
Trump Tower and the Guggenheim Muse-
um. What began as a fun activity for a few
carriage drivers has now grown to include
many riders, dog walkers, and non-hors-
ey neighbors who also frequent the local
trails. Our Facebook group page has be-
come a hub of activity with multiple re-
ports of rock sightings each day.

Kindness rocks come in every size,
shape, and motif. I like to study each
individual stone and let its shape and
topography dictate what it wants to be.
Everything from dinosaurs, sharks, corn
cobs, Volkswagen Beetles, and M&M’s
have been the result. Each artist seems to
develop a style that is often recognizable
to others. Several neighborhood painting
groups meet regularly to chat and replen-
ish the rock population.

Very few supplies are needed to be-
gin or join a rock community. Round,
smooth, flat-surfaced river stones are
a perfect choice for painting and, if not
indigenous to your area, are available by
the bucket at most garden centers. Inex-
pensive acrylic paints and brush sets are
widely available. Oil paint pens (not per-
manent markers) are used to create the
lettering on the backside. Once they are
completely dry, stones are sealed with a
waterproofing spray like Rustoleum Satin
Clear Enamel.

Early on, there was some concern that
too many brightly colored stones might
detract from the natural beauty of our
woods. There was little cause for worry
since the stones tend to disappear quite
quickly. Most finders eventually come
upon a ‘keeper’ they just can’t part with,
and other rocks fall into the leaf litter
never to be found. Still, others go on to
be hidden in faraway places and per-
haps become the genesis for a new rock
community. These magical stones have
created a new excitement in the 800-
acre pine woods within which we are
privileged to drive our horses. It is a real
joy to spot a rock snuggled in the crook
of a tree branch or perched atop a fence
post. Some days I can drive for an hour
and see none, and the next day perhaps
five. In any event, they never fail to make
me smile, and they do indeed “make this
world just a little bit happier.” 0
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Iowa Valley Carriage is now...

IVC Carriage

Integrity + Value + Class

The Best Harness for
Quality & Features...
to Value!

Leather & Synthetic
harness and parts
made in the USA
to fit your equine!

Chad & Myrna Rhinehart
Reedsburg, WI
608-393-0598

Dragstra Stables Inc.

Southern Pines, NC

Wiebe & Amy Dragstra

010-245-3290
910-489-2953

dragstrabhwi(maol.com

* Boarding and Training

» Specializing in starting young horses to drive

. Dl’i\'iﬂg Lessons (offering different styles, specializing in Achenbach)
« KFPS Keuring Preparation/IBOP

* Clinics

www.dragstrastables.com
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USEF Equestrian of Honor Nominee: Chris Bickford

The Bill Robinson Trophy is presented to an equestrian compet-
ing with horses or ponies across all the breeds in harness or for
driving performance in non-international competitions.

Afteryears of training and showing horses for clients, Chris and
Sonya Bickford have chosen to compete their own horses in
the carriage pleasure driving division, and that decision con-
tinued to pay sporting dividends in 2019. With Chris at the reins,
the couple’s 12-year-old half-Arabian Shezaffirecracker swept
through the Arabian world's carriage pleasure driving division
in 2019, winning half of their classes this past season. They won
two carriage driving championship titles at the U.S. Arabian
Sport Horse Nationals, and were never out of the top three. They
later also won five regional championship titles and a regional
reserve championship title.

Results like these propelled Chris and Shezaffirecracker to
their second USEF Horse of the Year Carriage Pleasure Driving
Grand Championship.

Chris Bickford and his horse Shezaffirecracker were honored by USEF.
Photo by Adam Brennan, www.picturesbyab.com
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US Equestrian Horse of Honor: Shezaffirecracker

2007 Half-Arabian mare (Afriendly Fire x Foxy Style/Fox’s
Legacy)

Owners: Chris and Sonya Bickford

Shezaffirecracker has collected numerous carriage pleasure
driving accolades with co-owner and trainer Chris Bickford
over the years, and 2019 was no different. Shezaffirecracker
and Bickford began their season by winning a total of four car-
riage pleasure driving classes at the California Springfest Horse
Show and the BC Morgan and Open Horse Show. Next, they
earned eight regional championships and three regional re-
serve championships at the Region 5 Arabian Horse Association
(AHA) Sport Horse Championships. Shezaffirecracker and
Bickford made the trek to the Sport Horse National Arabian and
Half-Arabian Championship Horse Show, hoping to prove their
mettle. They tallied two national champion titles in carriage
pleasure driving gambler’'s choice and pick your route, and
three reserve national champion titles in carriage pleasure driv-
ing turnout, scurry obstacles, and timed obstacles, as well as
finishing in the top 10 in two other classes. They closed out 2019
by winning five classes at the Arabian Fall Classic to end their
season on a high note.
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Jordyn Anderson was the 2019 ADS Youth Pleasure Driving Champion.

Photo by Myrna Rhinehart

USEF Horse of the Year
(HOTY) Awards

Pleasure Driving Single
Horse: Shezafirecracker;
Chris Bickford, Ore.

Pleasure Driving Pair Horse:
Eads Fan Fjildsicht, Hessel
Vn Et Hosse plak; Thomas
Burgess, Va.

Pleasure Driving Single
Pony: Silver Lake In Line;
Amy Severino, N.H.

Pleasure Driving Pair Pony:
Tommy, Teddy; Kathleen
Whaley, Ky.

Pleasure Driving Dressage,
Training Level: Zavanna Hinki
M.F.F.; Erin Miley, Ohio

Pleasure Driving Dressage,
Preliminary Level: Fr
Freedom First; Victoria Surr,
Mass.

Pleasure Driving Dressage,
Intermediate Level: Silver
Lake In Line; Amy Severino,
NY.

Combined Driving Advanced
Single Horse: Makari Design;
Jennifer Hamilton, Fla.

Combined Driving Advanced
Pair Horse: Tuzes, Favory
Farao, Mr. Lindsey G; Steve
Wilson, Ky.

Combined Driving Four-in-
Hand Horse: Boris W, First
Edition, Amadeus, Hendrik,
Gouveneur; Chester Weber,
Fla.

Combined Driving Advanced
Single Pony: Amazing Grace,
Jennifer Keeler, Ky.
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Combined Driving Pair
Ponies: Tanner, Teddy,
Tommy; Kathleen Whaley,
Ky.

Combined Driving
Intermediate Single Horse:
Hendrick; Chester Weber, Fl.

Combined Driving
Intermediate Pair Horse:
Endorro, Favory Franky, Mr.
Lindsey G. Steve Wilson, Ky.

Combined Driving
Intermediate Single Pony:
Zeppo; Jennifer Keeler, Ky.

Combined Driving
Intermediate Pair Pony:
Marko, Mista Q, Rio; We
Both Farms, Esther Wright,
Fla.

Combined Driving
Preliminary Single Horse:
Impressive; Leslie Berndl, Ky.

Combined Driving
Preliminary Single Pony:
Nick; Paula Bliss, Va.

Combined Driving
Preliminary Pair Pony:
Dunbarton Double Stuff
Oreo, Bayshore Pastime,
Midnight Surprise; Megan
Fuligraf, N.C.

Friesian Driving: Sjaantje;
Gail Aumiller, Pa.

Friesian Part Bred Driving:
Harper Jr.; Lauren Riehle,
N.C.

Morgan Carriage: Sutton
Rembrance; Elizabeth
Goldman, Wash.

Welsh Pleasure Driving Sec.
A & B: Nistar Blazing Kansas;
Cynthia Bellis-Jones, Ky.

2019 ADS Preliminary
Calculated
Championships as
awarded at the ADS
Annual Meeting
Single VSE Champion:
Lucinda Wright, Ore.

Small Pony Champion: Mary
Baillie, Ont.

Single Pony Champion:
Janelle Marshall, S.C.

Pair Pony Champion: Beverly
Patrick, Pa.

Single Horse Champion: Bill
Allen, S.C.

Pair Horse Champion: Doug
Graves, Mt.

2019 ADS Intermediate
Calculated
Championships as
awarded at the ADS
Annual Meeting

Single Pony Champion: Sara
Schmitt, N.J.

Single Small Pony
Champion: Price Story, S.C.

Single Horse Champion:
Dwayne Pash, N.J.

Single VSE Champion: Anne
Buckler, Wa.

Pair Pony Champion: Boots
Wright, Fla.

Pair Horse Champion: David
Young, Calif.

American Driving Society
Dressage Award Winners
Silver Medal:

Kaylee Angstadt, Louise

Fox, Susan Mallery, Debbi
Schuster, Margaret Shenker

Bronze Medal:

Kaylee Angstadt, Diane
Holmes, Eileen Leek, Susan
Mallery, Linda Poland,
Gloria Ripperton, Margaret
Shenker, Donna Trieber

Blue:
Kaylee Angstadt, Judi Tintera

2019 ADS Hours to Drive

100 Hours Pin Recipients
Carolyn Aarup, Marcus
Bach, Lenore Blemke,
Anne Buckler, Sheri
Haviza, Kristina Jensen,
Claire Lacey, John Layton,
Colleen Layton, Jessica
MacDonald Martin, Diane
Mansur, Martha Merry,
Tammy Opperman, Jennifer
Peterson, Deborah Sheka,
Mary Eleanor Whelan

250 Hour Pin Recipients
Joanna Bligh, Catherine
Nahmens, Mary Thomas,
Ann Sanders, Judy Sobczak,
Marcia Wright

500 Hour Pin Recipient

Tina Cornell, Kim Crum, Judy
Davis, Teresa Jump, Lori
Steedsman

750 Hour Pin Recipients
Gail Aumiller, Linda Piette

1,000 Hour Pin Recipients
David Anderson, Donna
Crossman, Anna Klumpp

1,500 Hour Pin Recipient
Terry Scott

2,000 Hour Pin Recipient
Terry Scott

2019 ADS President’s
Award Winner:
Heidi Ferguson

2019 ADS Volunteer of
the Year:

Gary Grisham

2019 ADS Youth
Champions:

Combined Driving: Diego
Rubio

Pleasure Driving: Jordyn
Anderson

Recreational Driving: Riley
Schoenecke

N
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HOUSTON AREA CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION

o

HACA provides carriage rides at a residential community for adults with
functional disabilities. Some residents try to ride on every different carriage!

The HACA Pine Hill Driving Trial provides regional drivers a fun, competitive
weekend of combined driving.

All photos courtesy of the Houston Area Carriage Association

Name of club:
Houston Area Carriage Association (HACA)

When was the club formed?

HACA was formed in early 80s as a social club to promote
driving. Founding members included Stewart Morris
Sr., Stewart Morris Jr., Robert Strange, Phil and Margie
Hanneman, Henry and Francine Dismukes, Tom Smith, Bill
Peacock, and Sid Latham. Soon after the formation, the first
Greater Foggy Bottom CDE was held at the Morris’ ranch in
Wharton, Texas.

Purpose of the club or mission statement:

HACA sponsors events tailored to the beginning driver as well
as the advanced competitor. Beginner-friendly driving events
and clinics are held during the year to encourage and teach
novices the safe and proper way driving technique. From
harnessing the horse to dressage techniques, these activities
offer a look into the carriage driving world. Several competi-
tions are organized to encourage drivers to improve and test
themselves in various skills such as dressage, driving cones,
marathon and pleasure driving. There are also fun events
planned to just relax and enjoy the sport of carriage driving
with fellow drivers.

Principle state/geographic region:
Houston area and south central Texas

How many meetings per year are held, when and
where?

Annual meeting is held each August. Board meetings are often
held during club events which occur every 2-3 months. Some
board meetings are held via conference call. Club members
are welcome at all board meetings.

Number of members: approximately 50

Type of activities:

Annual competitive events include: ADS Pine Hill Driving Tri-
al, a pleasure show, and driving derby. Each year the club pro-
vides a day of carriage rides to adults with disabilities. Several
clinics are also held each year.

Does your club publish a newsletter or website?
Regular notices are sent to members’ emails. HACA website
is hacaclub.com

Current officers:
Elizabeth Pannill, president; Terry Arnold, vice-president;
Nancy Stimach, treasurer; Karen Gardner, secretary; Tammy
Lewis, membership

For more information:
Visit the club’s website hacaclub.com or Facebook page
HACA) Houston Area Carriage Association. 0

v
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Lancaster County

Carriage &

Antique

Auction

Little Town. Big Auction.

Thursday, June 25, 3:00pm
Friday, June 26, 8:00am
Rt. 340 Bird-in-Hand, PA

Bird-in-Hand celebrates their annual sale
with a Thursday evening eatly bird auction
and homemade food! On Friday, attendees
can bid on carriages, miniature horses,
quilts, crafts, tools, nursery and equestrian
items while enjoying abundant food and
fellowship to benefit the Bird-in-Hand

Volunteer Fire Company.

Consignments Wanted!

Carriages/General Consignments
Jake King 717-768-3299
Paul Stoltzfus 717-656-0038

Miniature Horses & Ponies

Amos Zook 717-556-0378

General Information
717-945-4945

www.birdinhandauction.com

Join us Thursday for the early bird
auction and homemade pizza & wings!
See website for details.
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Come as you are and enjo riding and driving at the
beautiful Hoosier Horse Park, Edinburgh, IN

Follow us on Facebook @TheNationalDrive

cones course, marked trails, 8 hazards,
Tack Swap, Tacky Turnout, Driving Derby,

-

Clinicians, 2 dressage rings,

Kentucky Derby Party, Dog Parade,
Mimosa Drive

www.nationaldrive.net

Find a dealer near you at
www.newheritagefarm.com

New Heritage Farm Carriages

www.newheritagefarm.com
PO Box 375, Windsor, SC 29856

CELEBRATING 1 YEAR OF
NEW OWNERSHIP

New Heritage Farm Carriages
for minis to drafts, beginners to
professionals — we have what you need!

Arden Harness
superior quality harness in leather and
biothane custom-made for your equine

Rebecca Gutierrez

and Arden Harness
B03/646-0462
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Driving Digest invites you to be a part of the Driving Digest Family Aloum. Email your photo (with permission and name of the photographer) with a 25 word or less
description to annpringle54@gmail.com. Space will determine how many can be used. Please make sure not to minimize your photos when sending them by email.
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THE GREAT LAKES CARRIAGE CLASSIC
AUGUST 21 TO 23, 2020

Ancaster Fairgrounds
630 Trinity Road, Jerseyville, Ontario, Canada
One hour from Lewiston, (Buffalo) NY Border Crossing
Judges
Frangois Bergeron & Mark Schofield

Three-day pleasure show
with CDE Dressage and Cones

www.tricountycarriage.com

Exclusive Provider of

ges

Paul Maye

Summer
iF
i Usr F 2 driving camps!
Q7 = Tm. EVOLUTION DRIVING:
INSPIRING THE JUNIOR DRIVER

Junior camp week: July 7-12, 2020

Some scholarships will be available for Junior camp

PAUL MAYE CARRIAGE DRIVING
Adult camp: July 15-19, 2020

B Bring your own horse/pony. Limited space available.
Auditors welcome

B Lessons every day, guest speakers, safety and show
etiquette, and harness fitting

B Location: Fairfield, Virginia

Contact Cheryl Maye - 703-431-9096 or mayeshowponies@gmail.com
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REXX-MANN. 7

AGENT « NORTH AMERICA
COMPLETELY CUSTOMIZABLE =

Phone | (405) 326-5623
Email | twistedluckearriages@gmail.com

www.coyaltix.com
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by Diane McKay

Performance donkey Notorious
in a jumping class. Photo by Lori
Howard
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Longears

Donkeys Make it Easy
to Fall in Love

Like many of us who enter the world of longears, Elizabeth Moore was

bitten by the donkey bug the first time she ever saw one.

SOME TIME BACK, WHILE VISITING A FRIEND TO
go trail riding, she noticed a little donkey on the
farm. He was boarding there while the owner
was on vacation. The friend explained that the
little tyke was a complete nuisance to her as
he couldn’t seem to stay contained, was always
escaping, and she couldn’t wait for him to leave.
Elizabeth thought he was the cutest thing ever,
and shortly after that, Guido, the 30-inch happy-
go-lucky little donkey, became hers. That’s all
it took, thus beginning Elizabeth’s fondness of
and obsession with the donkey habit.

Before this new-found passion, she had
owned and raised reining horses in her town
of Tijeras, New Mexico, for around ten years.
Once donkeys began to arrive on her Eeebray
Farms, she found it was becoming overwhelm-
ing to support both her discipline of reining and
this new world she had entered. The decision
to retire from the horses altogether came in
2006 so she could concentrate on her new love
of “everything donkeys.” She has never looked
back. Since obtaining her first mini donkey Gui-
do, some have come and gone in her life, but
currently, Elizabeth has six miniature donkeys
that all carriage drive, some for pleasure and
some for competition, both driven and in-hand.
Luigi came along after Guido and became her
very first driving donkey.

Her 24-year-old spotted gelding, Randy Tra-
vis, first began his career as a herd sire for Lil
Angel’s Donkey Farm, producing many cham-
pion performance donkeys here in the United
States as well as abroad, and was instrumental
in improving the bloodlines of miniature don-
keys in England. He was gelded at the age of 15
and came to be with Elizabeth around the age
of 17 and now enjoys the good life on her farm.
Nero, an 18-year-old black gelding, famous in
his own right, was once owned by Dr. Tex Tay-
lor, DVM, Dipl ACVS, who was with the Texas
A&M University Veterinary School of Medicine
until his death in 2010. Dr. Taylor raised mam-
moth donkeys, but his mini donkey Nero was
part of many symposiums during the mid-1990s
to help with the education of owning and car-
ing for donkeys. Much of today’s information
comes from extensive study and research by
Dr. Taylor. Nero not only drives but also knows
many tricks.

Then there is 18-year-old Short Assets Nitro,
who is Elizabeth’s first show donkey. Although
dealing with feet issues off and on during his
life, he gets around quite well and won High
Point Non-Driving donkey in a show in Texas
last year at the age of 17. He has performed in
musical free-style in-hand for a live audience at
Golondrinas Museum in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
He executes a mean side pass over a pole and
complete turns on the forehand and haunches
as part of his routine. He is her best jumper and
achieves more considerable heights than all of
her other donkeys.

Moonshine Meadows Notorious is her 6-year-
old black gelding performance donkey whose
breeding is out of Canada. He received his dres-
sage-horse-way-of-going from his sire Little Mo-
town, and according to Elizabeth, he is such fun
to show. “He may be the most beautiful donkey
I have ever owned, and he is the most photoge-
nic,” she says proudly. Elizabeth is also training
another AssN9 donkey, a grey 4-year-old named
AssN9 High Beam. One of her goals is to pair
him with Betty Davis Eyes as a team.
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AssN9 Betty Davis Eyes and AssN9 Pistol Pete driving as a pair in modified easy entry cart. Photo by

Orry Photography

But the star of the show is AssN9
Betty Davis Eyes, Elizabeth’s 7-year-old
spotted performance jennet. She is from
the breeding program of AssN9 Ranch in
Shawnee, Oklahoma, and has been with
her since the age of two. Coming from
the same bloodline as the bold and fluent
Randy Travis, Elizabeth recognized the
donkey’s potential and that she seemed to
almost float above the ground at the trot.
“I was completely amazed at how quick-
ly Betty learned and how hard she tried
with everything I set out to teach her.
Her eloquent way of going was breath-
taking,” says Elizabeth. With her careful
training that seemed so natural with this
donkey, Betty began showing at the age
of three. She garnered impressive wins in
2013 through 2015 at such shows as the
Rio Grande Mule and Donkey Show and
the Enchantment Driving Society Driving
Show in Albuquerque, the Colorado Clas-
sic Mule, and Donkey Show, the Kansas
Donkey Days, the National Mule and Don-
key Association Nationals, and the Okla-
homa State Fair Longears Classic. Several
more shows were under their belts from
the years 2016 through 2019.

Some years back, Tom O’Carroll of
Good Hands Training Center in Navasota,
Texas, who although predominately trains
horses, started holding CDEs just for
donkeys. The shows quickly became pop-
ular, and participation would often reach
30 or more drivers. He has also shared his
wealth of knowledge in competitive car-
riage driving, and Elizabeth enjoyed par-
taking in many of the events. When her

Issue 224 March/April 2020

friend from Oregon started holding CDEs
in her state, Elizabeth made the drive up
to attend a couple of her shows. It was
some of the most fun she ever had.

Elizabeth has a team wagon but is not
fond of it; however, she loves her Hyper-
Bike and was one of the first to introduce it
for mini donkeys. Many of her friends now
drive them, and they formed a local group
who often get together for pleasure drives.
Also popular now is a modified two-wheel
easy entry cart made to hitch a pair.

In 2004, Elizabeth had a friend who
owned a website that showcased horses
and their breeders. Realizing how there
was nothing like this in the world of don-
keys, she and her friend developed Eee-
bray.com. “Coming from the reining horse

industry, I was used to being able to look
up any stallion and find the stats on it,”
she says. “Many breeders had no con-
cept of perpetuating positive attributes
which provided for performance as well
as at halter.” Through the years, she has
met most of the breeders in the coun-
try as well as in Australia and England.
Although some shows have gone by the
wayside and some breeders are no longer
in operation, she still maintains the site
with show results, information on health,
care, and maintenance, and stories on
donkeys of all makes and models. Pack
burro racing has become very popular
and has a long history, which stems back
to the days of gold mining. It was recog-
nized in 2012 as the official summer heri-
tage sport in Colorado, and Elizabeth also
includes this on her website. Although
many of the four-legged racers are res-
cues or BLM donkeys, breeding for run-
ning donkeys specifically for these races
is currently taking place. Races can have
upwards of 50 donkies competing.

Elizabeth may have slowed down a bit
from years past but still competes in one
or two shows a year in Texas or Oklaho-
ma and loves her pleasure driving. Ten
years ago, she acquired a mammoth don-
key named Shakespeare, better known as
Willy. Sadly in November of 2019, Willy
died; he was the riding and driving large
donkey of her dreams. But her hours of
training a youngster or keeping her older
ones in shape give her an appreciation of
her accomplishments and what her don-
keys give back to her. 0
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by Marcie Quist

Marcie and Lucy.
Photo by Dave Quist
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An American Abroad

The Long Winter

WINTERTIME IN GERMANY IS COLD, DARK, AND
wet. Last winter, the horses lived at a boarding
barn with amenities that made getting through
the dark days easier with an indoor arena, out-
door arena with improved footing, and a Eu-
ropean-style horse walker. Unfortunately, last
spring, the barn owner’s health deteriorated,
and so did the horse care. Empty water tubs
and missed feedings drove my two horses and
me to look for a new barn.

I found a lovely situation at a private farm
only five kilometers from my house. The own-
ers have all but adopted me, and I call them my
German family. They provide excellent care for
the horses, lovely trails in the forest, and turn-
out in large pastures. However, with the move,
I gave up the indoor arena, improved outdoor
arena, and hot walker. I never missed them un-
til winter arrived with its rain and mud.

This winter, with my goal of making the
American single team for the World Champion-
ships in France this summer, I knew I needed
an indoor facility. I came to a conclusion after
the test event at Pau, France, last October that

I need to step up my game with more profes-
sional help.

In December, I attended a clinic with a pro-
fessional and loved the experience. However,
he confirmed my fears that without a winter fit-
ness regime and more consistent training, there
was no way I could even think about making the
American team, much less have a reasonable
showing at the championships. With all of this
information and a great deal of, “what the hey -
go for it,” I decided to leave Lucy, the horse, in
the professional’s barn ‘for the winter.’

The next thing was to get a buy-in for my de-
cision from my two ‘sponsors,” my husband, and
the horse’s owner. Both have been very sup-
portive of my little trip with horses to Europe,
but this was the next step up. However, be-
cause of the six-hour time difference, I was not
able to reach either before it was time to either
leave the horse or take her back home. I made
amanagement decision and left the horse. I can
report [ am still happily married, and the horse
owner and [ are still great friends. They both
endorsed the idea and have been very support-
ive of future plans as well. Well, my husband
does keep asking, “How long is the winter?”

So far, this is the best horse choice I have
ever made. The new trainer and a strong fitness
program have worked wonders with Lucy’s way
of going and general fitness. She looks a hand
taller, her stride is longer, and her balance both
in the corners and transitions has markedly im-
proved. While we are not where we need to be
yet, I can see the changes and love the direc-
tion it is all heading. Moreover, being part of a
professional program in Europe is an eye-open-
er. Spending my weekends working my horse
and then observing the other horses going and
following the discussions of bits, harness, and
carriages is educational.

My trainer is a driver but also a Grand Prix
dressage rider, so the mix of expertise in dres-
sage reaches to the next level. And the knowl-
edge of how the bits, harness, and carriages
interact with the horse has been eye-opening.
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My husband does keep asking, “How long is the winter?”

Because the barn has more than 40 hors-
es all in different levels of training and
competition, just watching the other
driving and riding lessons has taught me
more than I ever expected.

Of course, there is always a downside
to every great experience. In this case,
the new barn is more than 350 kilome-
ters away from my job, so I am forced to
commute about four hours one way each
weekend to drive and observe. I have al-
ready experienced car repairs (Rudy, my
great little European car broke in town —
not on the Autobahn — bless his heart.) I
also need a hotel and dinner out, so the
costs add up, but the area is most lovely
and a great European experience each
weekend. While [ will not be able to make
it every weekend with work and other

Winter in this part of Germany means most days are cold, wet, and dreary. Photo by Marcie Quist

horse commitments like being an FEI
steward, I know the rest of my weekends
this winter will be happily spent traveling.

So, I am headed to the abyss of the
unknown of European horse driving and

team selection. While we are both im-
proving, I will continue to be realistic
about the work that needs to be done to
achieve the goals. N

Spring, summer, and fall, Marcie and her horses enjoy the lovely trails surrounding their barn. Photo by Dave Quist
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by John Greenall

Research: John Greenall
Author: Sue Greenall

Ingrid Nichols is driving her pair of Dutch Warmbloods at the Green Mountain Fall pleasure driving show in South Woodstock, Vermont, with her husband,
Chris. Note the groom’s turnout attire is his personal selection. Both are wearing dark glasses as it is now done without penalty. Their clothing is tailored

What’s Right About This Turnout?

Style of the Present Day

The American Driving Society’s rulebook under Article 11.1
says: Drivers and passengers should be dressed conservatively
according to the style of the present day.

JUST WHAT DETERMINES “STYLE OF THE
present day?” A look back into the history of
carriage driving reveals the influences of what
we see in the show ring today.

Driving, as a sport, was primarily enjoyed
by aristocrats or those with new money. Horse
shows were not enough, rather public displays
such as Sunday drives in Central Park, NYC, or
participating in coaching runs organized by the
Coaching Club of New York (1875) put one in
the limelight. Competition was not in the form
of ribbons, but rather approval of one’s turnout
and skill. From this rivalry emerged the sport

of driving we know today but with the hand of
time determining the turnout of the day.

One hundred and fifty years ago, driving hors-
es were utilitarian. Alfred Vanderbilt changed
that with his famous American grey trotting
horses. His use of greys stemmed from his fa-
ther’s advice to never buy greys because “they’re
delicate and won’t stay.” Naturally, he ignored
that advice. Vanderbilt’s horses were lighter and
swifter than the old English coach horses, which
he could get away with because the road sur-
faces had so improved, and he set his horses on
shorter stages. Thus started the trend of seeking

and fits well. The whip’s hat is just the right size for the turnout and harmonizes well with her apron and her groom’s jacket. Photo by Shawn Tinkham.
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out better and better driving horses for
competition and recreation.

The Hackney was a light horse favored
as a carriage horse by English sportsmen
and aristocrats. Bred for their style and
spirit, a four-up of Hackneys not only
showed off a turnout, but it also showed
the skill of the driver. They certainly
weren’t for everybody, so crosses to de-
velop a more tractable four were quite
common. European state studs deter-
mined the type of horse produced having
to both satisfy the local farmer as well as
the sporting class. Post-WWII found Lip-
pizaners, Kladrubers, Gelderlanders, and
Friesians in a very different market than
before the war. American breeders were
not concentrating on driving horses, other
than Morgans and Saddlebreds, but rather
all-around show and pleasure horses.

When the American Driving Society
was formed in 1974, any breed of horse
could be found hooked to a Meadowbrook
or runabout. “Style of the day” was pretty
much what you could find. Coaching de-
manded larger and more powerful horses,
and the European breeds were seen along
with a lot of draft crosses bred in Cana-
da. Over the years, the fads ran through
Fjords, Haflingers, Friesians, and Welsh
ponies put to a greater and greater vari-
ety of carriages, mostly antique. Hence
the style of dress of the whips varied
more as drivers acquired the knowledge
of how to turnout in sporting and formal
attire to complement their carriages.

The more popular driving became,
the more the competition intensified.
The split between pleasure driving and
combined driving spurred even more at-
tention to the type of horse and kind of
carriage one chose to drive, and the im-
portation of European vehicles dominat-
ed over the antiques. Who could blame a
driver for not wanting to take a valuable
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antique through a CDE marathon (al-
though the first CDE in the United States
saw roof seat breaks on course)? For a
period of time, several carriages were de-
signed to be used in all three phases, hav-
ing hubless wheels but still some style.
When marathons plunged drivers into the
water and through tight mazes, the ‘war
wagon’ became a necessity. Dressage be-
came more than just driving figures, and
drivers saw the value of competing with
horses bred specifically to excel at that
discipline. The European breeders found
their market.

“The style of the present day (2020)”
is reproduction carriages, imported hors-
es, and a variety of styles of harness. Just
as the carriage builders did 150 years
ago, current day builders have created
a style of their own. When once no one
would consider taking a reproduction to
a show like Devon (Walnut Hill had their
own division “other than”), the times
have changed so that it is often the an-
tique that is the novelty. The ADS Utility
Division allows for marathon vehicles to
be driven at a pleasure show, and most
CDE drivers have one vehicle — the mar-

athon. The Dutch Harness Horse has re-
cently emerged as the popular breed of
the decade. Bred in Holland as a cross
of the Gelderlander (high stepping and
light) with the Groningen (muscular and
heavy) and are registered in the Royal
Warmblood Horse Stud Book of the Neth-
erlands (KWPN).

Showing the “style of the present-day”
is Ingrid Nichols driving her pair of Dutch
Harness Horses (KWPN) to a Kutzman
European presentation carriage with Chris
Nichols as the groom. Ingrid is dressed in
fitted clothes common to the 21st century
accented with a becoming hat (does any-
one miss the floppy hats of the 70s?). Of
note, both are wearing sunglasses, a one-
time frowned on practice when it came
to turnout. ADS now finds sunglasses
acceptable (Article 11.6), again demon-
strating the “style of the present day.”
Another change of the times is the use of
breastplate russet harness with a painted
vehicle. Thirty years ago, russet was to be
used only with natural wood vehicles and
a breastplate harness, well, they were fine
for marathons. Today this turnout is both
acceptable and stylish. N

Note how the russet harness matches the stain of the wooden inserts on the vehicle. It’s the little
things that can make a difference in your turnout’s overall appearance. Photo by Shawn Tinkham
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For the Sport of Carriage Driving

Three Tips to Smooth Out
Your Trot Transitions

YOUR TRANSITIONS FROM THE WALK TO
the trot and then back to the walk are some of
the most critical transitions in your driving. A
well-executed transition allows the horse to
seamlessly morph from one gait to the next.

A poorly executed transition between the
gaits creates an interruption of movement, bal-
ance, and flow. That means after the transition,
you’ll have to focus on creating a good walk or
trot, instead of thinking of the next movement.

Head and Tail Up

The most common fault in a transition is the
horse’s head jerking upward quickly. We see
this in the walk-to-trot transition as ‘hoppin’
into the trot. In the trot-to-walk transition, the
head comes up at the end of the transition, of-
ten accompanied by the back feet tripping into
the walk.

Building a Clean Transition

Here are the three steps you can take to over-

come these issues:

e Prepare for the transition earlier than you
think you have to.

¢ Look through the transition.

¢ Yield contact to allow the transition.

Preparation

It seems that every other article that I write,
there’s a paragraph on preparation. That’s be-
cause it’s the most important step that we all
seem to struggle to keep in mind.

In your trot transitions, you almost can’t
prepare soon enough. It’s not unusual for me
to begin preparation for the transition 30-40
meters (yards) before I request the transition.

In the walk-to-trot transition, preparation is
all about creating energy and engagement. The
energy comes from your verbal cues, and the
engagement comes from contact through half-
halts to catch and carry that energy forward.

In the trot-to-walk transition, preparation
comes in the form of half-halts well in advance
of the transition. You need to let the horse know

that you are going to be asking for a change
soon. Your half-halts should communicate that
you want him to shift his balance toward his
haunches to get ready for the transition.

Looking Through

At this point, your eyes are almost certainly ei-
ther on your horse, or the mark at which you in-
tend to make the transition. Unfortunately, that
point of focus programs your nervous system
to bring you to that point, and no further. As
the horse continues to move forward, your ner-
vous system subconsciously resists movement
beyond your point of focus.

Instead, look through the transition by look-
ing to the place that you want your horse to go
after the transition. What that means in practice
is looking at a target 10 to 20 meters beyond
where you want the transition to occur. This
simple act will program your body to move on to
the next step in smoothing out your transitions.

Yield Contact to Allow the
Transition

The horse needs more room to stretch his head
and neck forward through a transition than
most people appreciate. In the walk-to-trot
transition, if the hand is not yielding enough,
the horse encounters the bit before he gets his
weight fully into the collar. As the horse con-
tinues his effort to move into the trot, he has
compressed his neck, sending the head up.

Prepare for the walk-to-trot transition by
asking for more energy in the walk while si-
multaneously carrying that energy with light
half-halts and steady contact. When you ask
for the trot, follow his more forward movement
from the moment he gives you the first surge
of energy.

That means relaxing your arm and letting
the horse guide your hand forward with lighter
contact. You can even experiment with going
just a little too far. You may be surprised at just
how much you can yield your contact before
the reins go slack in the walk-to-trot transition.
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In the trot-to-walk transition, yielding
the contact feels counter-intuitive. After
all, you want the horse to slow, so why
would you release those stoppy ropes
(aka reins)? The answer is: all transi-
tions are forward.

Entering the transition, the horse
shifts his balance toward his haunches
and shortens his frame. Think of an airlin-
er bringing its nose up to flare just before
touching down on the runway.

However, his balance must return for-
ward to a more neutral position to allow
him to step into the walk. If he encoun-
ters an unyielding hand at this moment,
his head will go up, the hips will tip down,
and he’ll lose engagement. This is where
those trips in the hind feet come from.

The trick is to give great preparation
for the transition well in advance of where
you want it to happen. Follow that up by
clearly asking for the transition about 10
to 15 meters before you want the transi-
tion to happen.

As you feel your horse engage for the
walk, relax your arms, and actively yield
the reins to the horse. Do this even if you
don’t think he’s going to transition to the
walk. You may be surprised to find your
horse walking into the release.

1. Prepare
2. Look
3. Yield

Bringing It All Together

Your walk-to-trot transitions will likely
begin to flow together before the trot-
to-walk transition. That’s fairly common.
After all, our horses are better designed
for rapid acceleration than they are for
rapid deceleration. It takes a little more
coordination and balance for your horse
to engage his hindquarters to help slow
his body and the carriage.

The more you practice these skills, the
better your transitions will get. Remem-
ber to prepare well in advance of the
transition, then look through to where
you want the new movement to take you.
As you make the transition, yzeld the
contact to give your horse the room to
use his body. With time and focus, you
can smooth those transitions into a thing
of beauty. N
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ZILCO HARNESS

SUPERIOR SYNTHETIC

AVAILABLE FROM:

I+1 ALBERTA CARRIAGE SUPPLY
www.albertacarriagesupply.net
403-934-9537

E= CARRIAGE DRIVING ESSENTIALS
www.carriagedrivingessentials.com
209-966-4499

BE= DRIVING ESSENTIALS, INC.
www.drivingessentials.com
800-622-8543

== MEADER SUPPLY CORP
www.meadersupply.com
800-446-7737

B= RUNNING BROOK FARM
www.runningbrookfarm.com
802-484-3030

I+l SUMMIT VIEW CARRIAGE
www.summitview.on.ca
905-648-0892

Zilco International PTY LTD
Zilco@zilco.com.au
www.zilcoharness.com

NEW BITS
UNDER $40

Available at:

Driving Essentials, Inc.
548 East Main Street, New Holland, PA 17557 USA

800-622-8543
DrivingEssentials.com
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by Hardy Zantke

From Behind My Splinter Bar

Accident Prevention

IN MY PREVIOUS COLUMN I WROTE ABOUT THE LEADING CAUSES
of accidents: driver’s error and equipment failure. There can also
be other causes — some of which we have no control over and can
do only very little to prevent them. Louise Calderwood’s article in
the July/August 2019 issue of Driving Digest described two bad
accidents where motorists rear-ended carriages on public roads.
We can only try to avoid such roads when possible and make
ourselves highly visible.

But we also need the next step: the proper training of our
horses! We cannot control our environment; we can only con-
trol our actions and hopefully, the actions of our animals, with
enough proper training, most of the time. So we must build up
enough of a mutual trust relationship with our horses so that
they will have confidence in us to keep them safe from any dan-
ger (and horse-eating monsters like trash trucks or cement mix-
ers) and we can trust them enough to know they’ll be fine with
us out in public. (See Marcie Quist’s report from her German
environment also in the July/August 2019 issue and what she
encountered there on a training drive and how her well-trained
horse was able to handle it all because he had trust in Marcie and
Marcie in her horse!)

I find it interesting to note that in all my years with grandfa-
ther’s draft horses doing commercial work in the city in the 1950s
in East Germany I do not recall a single accident or mishap with
any of his hitches, other than one accident where a truck hit
one of Opa’s horses, with the truck driver at fault. Fortunately,
the horse just had a bad flesh wound at the hip but recovered
fully after a few months. The horses knew their job, and so did
the teamsters, and all had trust in each other. Of course, it also
helped that those were more docile draft horses.

As we have read about the road traffic accidents,
it is also important for our beginners to realize
where the real dangers in driving are.

Many think CDE driving is fairly high on the risk scale as
we go with speed through the marathon obstacles as well as in
cones. Yes, true, both test our limits — but mainly test the driver’s
ability, and if accidents happen there, they usually are caused
by driving too aggressively beyond the driver’s ability. But con-
trary to other driving activities, accidents in CDE type events
often only involve the turnout causing the accident (except for
the runaway with a loose horse with a bouncing carriage hitting
other bystanders or horses.) So, don’t drive beyond your ability!
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Pleasure driving ring classes: I think there is more danger with
many turnouts together in the ring at the same time. If one is
spooking there or running away, that often can cause more trou-
ble also for the others, so there you are at the mercy of others.

Similarly, still higher on my risk assessment ladder are the
informal club picnic drives where we all get together for a nice
easy fun afternoon drive — which so often includes beginners
with little-trained horses. Only one in the line of turnouts needs
to spook and run and take many others in front of them along.

Still higher on my danger scale is a parade — where again we
may find beginners with little training who think they and their
horses can handle that. When the marching band and the fire
engine come up behind them, and the horse-drawn vehicles have
to stand and adjust their pace to the pace of the parade, and the
bystanders cheer and kids run around, that’s where the nasty
accidents can happen.

So dear beginner — don’t drive in that parade, even if you are
so fond of your horse and your pretty carriage, which might also
be old (in unsafe condition?) — unless you are really, really sure
that both you and your horse and vehicle can handle that. The
same goes for the picnic drive of the local club. You are much saf-
er to drive at home in a safe ring with a good trainer and train for
an ADT, or, if you prefer a Pleasure Driving show. Fine, let’s do
some cones classes first where you are alone with your turnout
in the ring. And, then, please watch and be extra careful during
hitching and unhitching and have experienced help while doing
that. Those are the most accident-prone moments (other than a
beginner training a new horse to drive!) Remember: Green and
green makes black and blue! Get a trainer!

And watch where you drive and how you steer. [ had two nas-
ty accidents — one single and one with my pair — where I let some-
body else have the reins, and did not watch closely enough when,
with the single, my beginner students took a turn too sharp and
ran over a little post, so the cart turned over. We both flew out,
and the horse ran with the bouncing cart. Fortunately, it was in
a horse park, and he could not escape. Other than some damage
to the cart, all ended well. When a similar thing happened many
years later with my pair, by that time, I was experienced and
quick enough to grab the reins as we turned over, and the horses
were well-trained enough to stand calmly before we even hit the
ground. Unfortunately, that student was not as quick on her feet
to jump out while we tipped over, and she broke her foot when it
got underneath the side of the marathon carriage.

So, until next time — be SAFE! N
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Discount on safety vests to Driving Digest subscribers.
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HORSE SALE LLC.
March 27-28, 2020 - Ashland, Ohio

Ashland County Fairgrounds

We are very excited to be able to offer some of the finest
Morgans for sale, here, at the Buckeye Morgan Horse Sale.

Live Streaming During the Sale!
go to our website for more info

BuckeyeMorganSale.com

514%?0"& 10 Welrome to (ttend!

For more information
Consignments Steven Yoder 330-473-0221
Advertising Henry Bowman 330-893-3164

BuckeyeMorganSale.com
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Midwestern Values » Customized Service » Quality Carriages
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Pleasure fo Competition
Singles to Multiples
Smmall Pomy fo Dhvafi
Training to Advanced

Enfoy the
Camfort and Satisfaction
uj' a Poj-Kon Carriage

Sfrom MCC!

Chad & Myrna Rhinehart (7. John Freiburger
Reedsbure, WT Fitchburg, W1
BO8-393-0598 GOE-212-0804

Safe, (uiet, Well-Built Envopean Carrages for all Levels of Drvers

www.MidwestCustomCarriages.com
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Calendar

March

March 4-8 | Live Oak
International, Reddick, FL.
Damian Guthrie, damian@
liveoakinternational.com
786-303-2681; Jan Hamilton,
janethamilton@gmail.com
239-464-6932

March 19-21 | Dixie Draft Horse
Auction, Troutman, NC. Bobby
Beachy, 330-893-3541,
www.dixiehorseauction.com

March 20-22 | Windsor Trace CT &
CDE, Windsor, SC. Lisa Singer,
610-960-3695, chateaulog@gmail.
com Rebecca Gutierrez, 803-646-
0462, reb.syd@gmail.com

March 21 | Navigator Clinic with
Andy Marcoux, Carriage Barn,
Kensington, NH. Sondra Day,
srday@uninets.net 207-234-4762

March 23-27 | Waverly Midwest
Horse Sale, Waverly, IA. Ron
Dean, ron_dean@waverlysales.com
309-352-2804,
www.waverlysales.com

March 27-29 | Black Prong CAC
Driving Trial and CT, Black Prong
Equestrian Village, Bronson, FL.
Clayton Bratcher, Mayor, info@
blackprong.com, 352-486-1234,

April

April 3-5 | Thorsten Zarembowicz
Clinic, Greenfields, Windsor, S.C.
Cheryl Pratt Rivers,

cherylprattrivers@gmail.com
802-565-7605

April 9-12 | Southern Pines CDE,
Carolina Horse Park, Raeford,
NC. Kelly Valdes, 910-603-2449,
fkvaldes@gmail.com

Ann Pringle, 910-691-7735,
annpringle54@gmail.com

April 18-19 | NTW Sunrise Ridge
Driving Trials, and Combined Test.
Sunrise Ridge Ranch, Paradise, TX.
Kate Morgan, Katemorgan@gmail.
com 817-688-9580

April 18 | Gladstone Driving Arena
Driving Trial at Willow Brook
Farms, Catasauqua, PA. John
Hoftner, jph8941@gmail.com
484-550-9406.

April 18-19 | Aiken Carriage
Classic, Aiken, SC. Katy Rhinehart,
641-485-7821, information on
ADS website Omnibus
gkm104@heartofiowa.net

April 19-25 | Doc Hammill
Horsemanship, Driving, Working,
and Training Horses in Harness
Workshop, Saint Ignatius, MT. Doc
Hammill, 406-250-8252,
workshops@dochammill.com
www.dochammill.com

April 22 | Katydid CDE @ TIEC,
Tryon International Equestrian
Center, Mill Spring, NC. Jennifer
Matheson, jennifermatheson@
bellsouth.net, 803-292-3064

April 25 | Toad Hollow ADT, Toad
Hollow Farm, Charlottesville, VA.
Ann Sutherland, bvrcrk4@aol.com
434-825-2023

April 30-May 3 | National Drive
Spring Fling, Hoosier Horse
Park, Edinburgh, IN. Linda
Sadler, 217-621-7845,
thenationaldrive@gmail.com
www.nationaldrive.net

May

May 2-3 | Carriage Classicin the
Pines, Big Sky Farm, Southern
Pines, NC. Maureen Grippa,
910-916-4938, mgrippal@
gmail.com Deborah Branson,
910-690-8669, odysseynor@
aol.com

May 8-10 | Rivercamp Clinic and
Competition, St. Croix Park Horse
Camp, Hinckley, MN. Candy
Hankins, 715-413-1049 (text),
drivingbits@gmail.com

May 8-10 | Sargent Equestrian
Combined Driving Event, Sargent
Equestrian Center, Lodi, CA.
Jeanne Williams, jeanne@
sargentequest.com 650-465-4658

May 9-10 | GMHA Spring CT & ADT,
South Woodstock, VT. Kelly Cyr,
Kelly@gmbhainc.org 802-457-1509

May 9 | 13th Annual Delmarva
Driving Club Pleasure Driving
Show, Caroline County 4-H Park,
Denton, MD. Pam Gray, 410-819-
6113, pgray59@hughes.net www.
delmarvadrivingclub.com

Drives, clinics, and competitions

May 16 | 2020 James River Classic
ADT, The Meadow Event Park,
Doswell, VA. Lynn Legg,
Imlegg22@gmail.com

May 16 | Carolina Carriage Club
DT & CT, Windridge Farms,
Mooresboro, NC. Alicia
Henderson, Windridgeservices@
gmail.com 828-595-3950
www.windridgefarmsNC.com

May 19-24 | Bishop Mule Days,
Bishop, CA. Kevin Bingham, info@
mulesdays.org, 760-872-4263,
https://muledays.org

May 23-24 | HACA Pine Hill
Driving Trial and Combined Test,
Bellville, TX. Tammy Lewis,
linda@hacaclub.com 979-583-8309

May 24-30 | Doc Hammill
Horsemanship, Driving, Working,
and Training Horses in Harness
Workshop, Saint Ignatius, MT. Doc
Hammill, workshops@dochammill.
com 406-250-8252,
www.dochammill.com

May 30-31 | Pioneer Pleasure
Driving Show, Seward County
Fairgrounds, Seward, NE. Garnet
Blatchford, garnetblat@gmail.com
402-681-6779

May 31 | Larry Poulin Clinic, Ride
or Drive. Litchfield, ME. Sondra
Day, srday@uninets.net
207-234-4762

June

June 6-7 | Elk Creek CDE, Fair Hill
Department of Natural Resources,
Elkton, MD. Diane Trefry,
443-553-1453, unicorn6855@
gmail.com Lisa Singer, 610-960-
8695, chateaulog@gmail.com

June 6 | MHDVA Blue Ribbon
Clinic and Pleasure Show, Ionia
Fairgrounds, Ionia, MI. Dorothy
Childs, pchilds_2004@yahoo.com
517-763-3729

June 12 - 14| Morven Park
International Equestrian Center
Carriage Pleasure Show, Arena
Driving Trial and Cross Country
Pleasure Drive, Morven Park
Equestrian Center, Leesburg, VA.
Samantha Franklin, sfranklin@
morvenpark.org

June 12-14 | Summer Festival CDE,
Clay Station Horse Park, Wilton,
CA. Debbi Packard,
claystationhorsepark@frontiernet.
net 916-952-2196

June 13-14 | Northwoods Welsh
Pony and Cob Show, Jackson
County Fairgrounds, Black River
Falls, WI. Open classes. Katy
Hakes, show manager, 608-290-
1582, rivervalleywelsh@gmail.com

June 18-20 | Lexington Carriage
Classic, Kentucky Horse Park,
Lexington, KY. Katie Whaley,
hatsbykatie@gmail.com

June 19-21 | Metamora CT & CDE,
Windrush Farm, Metamora, MI.
Darlene Daly, ddaly37@gmail.com
810-441-0888; Barbara Chapman,
adsbarb@hotmail.com
810-678-2500

June 20-21 | Midwest Carriage
Festival, Walworth County
Fairgrounds, Elkhorn, WI. Michele
Harn, micheleharn@hotmail.com
608-558-3436

June 20 | ADT Windsor
Fairgrounds, Windsor, ME.
Sondra Day, srday@uninets.net
207-234-4762

June 21-27 | Doc Hammiill
Horsemanship, Driving, Working,
and Training Horses in Harness
Workshop, Saint Ignatius, MT. Doc
Hammill, workshops@dochammill.
com 406-250-8252,
www.dochammill.com

June 26-28 | Bromont
International Driving, Bromont
Olympic Equestrian Park,
Bromont, QC. Association
Equestre Centaure, driving@
internationalbromont.org
450-534-0787

July

July 3 -4 | Horse Progress Days,
Mt. Hope, OH. Dale Stoltzfus,
logcab7@ptd.net, 717-940-4412,
www.horseprogressdays

July 4-5 | Vermont Morgan
Heritage Days, Tunbridge
Fairgrounds, Tunbridge, VT.
Cheryl Pratt Rivers,
cherylprattrivers@gmail.com
802-234-5803. www.
vtmorganheritagedays.com

Clubs and organizations are invited to list drives, clinics, competitions and other activities in this calendar on a space available basis. Listing must be submitted
at least 12 weeks prior to event. [tems advertised in Driving Digest are listed in bold type. Some calendar items are obtained from listings made available by
associations and publications such as ADS, AHSA, CAA and Rural Heritage Magazine. Driving Digest attempts to check the accuracy of these listings but cannot
be responsible for cancellations and corrections. Readers are advised to call ahead before driving long distances to ensure the event is still scheduled.
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July 4 | Notara Farm HDT, Notara
Farm, Verona, WI. Mary Ruth
Marks, maryruthmarks@gmail.
com 608-513-7490

July 11-12 | My Revelation
Carriage Classic, Longview Horse
Park, Kansas City, MO. Linda
Barta, lindaasb3@gmail.com
816-805-4252, www.cdsgke.org

July 17-19 | Lorenzo Driving
Competition, Lorenzo State
Historic Site, Cazenovia, NY.
Hannah Polson, polshanb@gmail.
com 802-522-6574,
www.lorenzodriving.org

July 17-19 | The CDE at Inavale,
Inavale Farms, Philomath, OR.
Gina Miner, vwminer@me.com
510-918-5800,
www.thecdeatinavale.com

July 17-20 | Wade Carriage Days
and CT, Wade House Historic Site,
Greenbush, WI. Susan Koos Aker,
skoosaker@gmail.com
608-235-1755

July 17-19 | Skunk River HDT and
CT, Skunk River Equestrian
Center, Ames, IA. Luanne Evans

July 19-20 | Waldingfield Driving
Trial, Waldingfield Estate, Ipswich,
MA. Holly Pulsifer, hpulsifer@
hotmail.com 978-356-3655

July 19-25 | Doc Hammill
Horsemanship, Driving, Working,
and Training Horses in Harness
Workshop, Saint Ignatius, MT.
Doc Hammill, workshops@
dochammill.com 406-250-8252,
www.dochammill.com

August

August 1-2 | Eastern lowa
Carriage Glow CT & Pleasure
Show, Laurie Renda, laurie@
touchofglassinc.com
319-360-1078, www.
easterniowacarriageglow.com

August 6-9 | Orleton Farm Driving
Competition, Stockbridge, MA.
Harvey Waller, Ann Willey,
westgate@taconic.net
518-392-6583
www.colonialcarriage.org

August 14-16 | Equestrian
Institute CDE, Donida Farm
Equestrian Center, Auburn, WA.
Diana Axness, driving@einw.org
425-466-4845, www.einw.org
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August 15 | Driving Fun Day,
Canton, ME. Sondra Day,
srday@uninets.net 207-234-4762

August 21-23 | GMHA Combined
Driving Event & CT, South
Woodstock, VT. Kelly Cyr, kelly@
gmhainc.org 802-457-1509,
www.gmbhainc.org

August 22-23 | RVWPA Summer
Sunshine Extravaganza, Elkhorn
Equestrian Event Center,
Walworth County Fairgrounds,
Elkhorn, WI. Katy Hakes, show
manager, 608-290-1582,
rivervalleywelsh@gmail.com

August 30-31 | Windridge Farms
DT & CT, Windridge Farms,
Mooresboro, NC. Alicia
Henderson, Windridgeservices@
gmail.com 828-595-3950
www.windridgefarmsNC.com

September

September 5-6 | Genesee Valley
Riding and Driving Club DT & CT,
Hideaway Farm, Geneseo, NY.
Danny Harter, dannyannefarm@
yahoo.com 315-945-8118

September 10-13 | MARD, the
Mid-Atlantic Recreational Drive,
Fair Hill, MD., recreational@
americandrivingsociety.org

September 11-13 | Timberland CT
& HD, Carolina Horse Park,
Raeford, NC. Dana Diemer,
danal@pegasusridge.com
910-315-9902

September 11-13 | Clinic with
Thorsten Zarembowicz, Rocky
Mountain Carriage Club, Fort
Collins, CO. Denise Loewe,
flswissy@yahoo.com

September 12-13 | Villa Louis
Carriage Classic, Villa Louis
Historic Site, Prairie du Chien,
WI. Michael Rider, info@
carriageclassic.com 608-326-4436,
www.carriageclassic.com

September 12-13 | Southern New
England Carriage Driving
Association Fall Driving Affair,
Celtic Cross Farm, Dudley, MA.
Kay Bennett, 860-455-3296

September 12 | Derby at
Spurwink Farm, Elizabeth, ME.
Sondra Day, srday@uninets.net
207-234-4762

September 18-20 | GMHA Fall
Driving Classic, South Woodstock,
VT. Kelly Cyr, Kelly@gmhainc.org
802-457-1509 www.gmhainc.org

Find a Club on Driving Digest Website

One of the first things we recommend to a new driver who
wants to learn more about driving is to join a local club. North
America is vast and sometimes a club is hard to find.
DrivingDigest.com will be launching a Club Directory to help
visitors find a club that will meet their needs, both geographi-

cally and activity-wise.

To make this happen, we need your help. Please email us
with the following information so we can get this page up and

running as soon as possible.

(1) Name of club, (2) Contact person, (3) Contact email, (4)
Contact phone, (5) Website or Facebook address, (6) Geographic
area covered (example: Moore County, N.C. with members
throughout NC and surrounding states), (7) Number of meetings
per year, (8) Type of activities: (business meetings, clinics, semi-
nars, competitions, recreational drives, parades, social activities)

September 19-20 | Longview by
the Lake Driving Trial, Longview
Horse Park, Kansas City, MO.
Barbara Kirby, kirbyb77@yahoo.
com 913-402-5816,
www.cdegke.org

September 26-27 | Gladstone
Driving Horse Driving Trial,
Hamilton Farm Golf and
Equestrian Center, Gladstone, NJ.

Gayle A. Stinson, joshiloh@yahoo.

com 908-752-2653

October

October 5-10 | Mid Ohio Draft
Horse and Carriage Sale, Mt.
Hope, OH. Thurman Mullett,
renita@mthopeauction.com
330-674-6188

October 9-11 | Garden State CDE,
Horse Park of New Jersey,
Allentown, NJ. horseparkofN]J@
aol.com 609-259-0170

October 13-18 | The National
Drive, Hoosier Horse Park,
Edinburgh, IN. Linda Sadler,
217-621-7845,
thenationaldrive@gmail.com
www.nationaldrive.net

October 16-18 | Pine Tree CDE and
CT, Big Sky Farm, Southern Pines,
NC. Kelly Valdes, fkvaldes@gmail.
com 910-603-2449

October 16-18 | Nashoba Carriage
Classic and Driving Derby,
Germantown Civic Complex,
Germantown, TN. Mindy Hanisco,
rchaniscol0@yahoo.com
901-233-3220,
www.nashobacarriage.org

October 17 | ADT Pen-Beth Farm,
Harrison, ME. Sondra Day,
srday@uninets.net 207-234-4762

November

November 27-28 | Dixie Draft
Horse Auction, Troutman, NC.
Bobby Beachy, 330-893-3541,
www.dixiehorseauction.com

The Carriage Trade

—u

BEAUTIFUL CARRIAGE MACHINE SHOP COUNTRY GIG
Show condition, for a large horse (16-17 HH). It was made for my 16 HH
Friesian x Morgan. Used for only 2 show seasons. Details: Black metal frame
with gold/straw pinstriping, brass metals, patent dash & fenders, leather
! shaft wraps, cane sides and back, grey
corded upholstery, seats 2 comfortably,
lamp brackets, flat bench with removable
wedge, crank shaft for balancing car-
riage, large storage under seat box, wood
wheels with flat tread. Super smooth ride,
and quite stable for obstacle courses. Shaft
covers included. A sliding back band sad-
5= dle with brass and patent leather is also
© available. Asking $3500. Located in North-
. ern Virginia. linda@dankalman.net
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Chad & Myma Rhinehart, Owners

TRUSTED SOURCE OF QUALITY SUPPLIES
FORALL LEVELS OF CARRIAGE DRIVING

wait ua onlire
WWWIOWAVALLEYCARRIAGECOM [

Products, gifts, services and more

Ozark Mountain Nﬁnita’cTLE

Call for free catalog o
or visit our weTlte. |
4

Double E Carriages LLC
CReclimy Mesreroaricrwy med Beyaoirs
= Mew Wicker & Repalr =
s Cofnplete Resioralion »
= Repalr & Service Cemer «

& CLstOm Carragde Covers

o e Spinclle Soats e
& CLsiorm Mack® ACOrSsories «

Pl 71 7-768-8404
40 Morth Fiarvesa ol e BroHn-Hand, 128 17505

Big Black Horse

bigblackhorse.com

# Comfy Fit Harness
® Buggy and Work Harness

# Mini, Pony and Draft
Horse Tack and Supplies

# Easy Entry Carts
® Custom Embroldery

Jell and Ganery Pamie
Big Black Horse, LLC
34223 2005t Avenue
Mortgomery, MN 56069
SO7-602-0920
jefi@bigblackhorse.com
MY

Motion Pi estock & E‘Eﬁipment
Lancaster, California since 1908
661.942.0435
www.laneranch.net

The Luminary Shoppe

Rick & Par Bischoff
11 Gray Lane = Joliet, MT 59041
A06-962-3677
www. luminaryshoppe.com
lamplirf@ montana.com

Speclalizing i fine carriage
lamp restorations, repairs.

GREENALL CARRIAGE HOUSE

Let us help you ge .-|.J ted or adval
[ in |l|n1 world of canr age -‘In.:rn:

APPRAISALS, CARRIAGES, and APPOINTMENTS

W, vermomel.cum.fwgm-ennll

TheEAGLE chngreeral i amisge con
and 14 othar modats -

Harness = Appointments « Appraisals

Need
'HARNESS?

Ca.f.f for your FREE catalog today!

610-273-7370

i a3 -
‘onie’s Harness Shop - u-.

INTERSTATE
BATTERIES

WEAVER R. MARTIN
717-354-8970 m
717-355-0637 Fax Q8 X N
Shady Lane Wagons
Sleighs & Carriages
Used Horse Drawn Vehicles Bought & Sold

New & Used Saddles
192 AMISHTOWN ROAD » NEW HOLLAND, PA 17557

www.shidy lancwagons.com

» Hitchwagons

Meredith Commons Russo
Whipmaker 330.893.1954 |
401.529.3735 USA
merwhips@gmall.com )

Dartmoor Pony + Carriages
Registry of America * Vis-Vis rﬁ"d&
= Slaighs . "
-] " s ML [ ERLUTE L L
Dartmoors . Sl g Send $3.50 for catalog i
A Sane Mind in a Sound Body 7174454050
Woodlyn Coach Co., LLC Barnoss s Todk Co.
Souidly & Tock Repoir
Ivan Burkholder, Owner |
Preserving the Breed 4410 TR 628« Millersburg, OH 44654 — "
(330) 674-0124  Fax (330) 674-3580 e " e s e o
www dartmoorpony.com ivanburkholder@rembargmail com '
usit us 3t www.ahharness.com
" Restoring Antique Cariages + Parts and Supplies
s, | [ B Fq"'w
LISTO i
i OWMAN BITS vusa 214 North Shirk Road
Sy Hew Holland, PA 17857

Made for Horsemen by Horsemen
Jacob Bowman

6705 Private Road 387

Millersburg, Ohio 44654
bowmanbitsusa@ibylax.com
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Summit View Carrigg,

Wbtk af 11408RR Nnt ine
WA SUMIMITVIewW, 0N, Ca
Doug and Dorothy Lillycrop
1234 Powerline Rd E, AR 82
Lynden, Ontarke  LOR ATD
Phone: [905) G48-0892
E-Mail: summitvisweaiPacl.com

- Zileo Harness Distributor

E New & Original Carriages & Sleighs
= Driving Accessorics

DHats ﬁ’e’f 1‘.' ﬁ’ifmwjuw

f \rurmn’r flri llrJl \i'l:ih"'-"lr .'r‘l"fll'\- i‘l"ﬂr "’( CPARO TS

[VC Carriage

3

Sherri S
Sterri Loner lihegriny - Y
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T o = ,
Baralos, Wise, 53973

Quality Carriage Driving Supplies
& Experienced Guidance

608-393-0598 Chad & Myrna Rhinehart

F iy Reedsburg, WI

Towa Valtey Carriage  wew IVCCARRIAGE o

352-287-3823
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Trainer’s
Directory

Rebecca Gutierrez
Realtor, Associate Broker

FASTRACK

®] Animal Microbial Tive only carriege driving Realtar

iy Aikery, SC!

B0 624460 olfice
eheccapadoenhometaurcnoom
whvwaien Fomesourt e.com
Adign Hame Seange LLC

kwv 4
PARTNERS

KELLERWILLIAMS. REAITY

Emanus Baler

2240 Robert Fulton Hwy,

Pesch B-ur'r.'m PA 17563 7
Fw o i1k 0 10 Bicsiyok covmaaniin s K'J.

Poulin North: April-Oct
Petersham, MA

LAWRENCE POULIN

FEI Rider « FEI Driver « USEF/ADS “R” CDE Judge
USDF Bronze, Silver, and Gold Medals

poulinequestrian@aol.com

Poulin South: Nov-March
Ocala, FL - C: 508-574-0313

Training and clinics for all driving levels « Apartments and RV
hook-ups available « Olympic size covered arena
40 x 60 riding rings; 40 x 100 ring « Miles of driving

W. Craig Kellogg
Driving Trainer
20225 Experienced in all levels of CDE and Pleasure

Southern Pines, N.C.

CLINICS, LESSONS, TRAINING & JUDGING
FOR COMBINED AND FLEASURE DRIVING
With LISEF International Driver
Lisa Singer

CONTACT: Ell:ll m-asas

mnu:;spnng Dee. —A:pl'll —Mndsnr sC
Spring /SummerFall—Chadds Ford, PA

910-603-9744 or 910-692-9416
email: wcraigkellogg @embargmail.com

Tranes finstneckos and Clinician
fuir driwing for e past 35 yeass

9 ftimes Natianal Pairy Chamgion

& imaes member of USEF feam 213218
far Woitd Pair CRampesnihip

1 lirset. Triphe £rown wineer far
Cambined Driving

3 vimes Mok Amercan FE
Challenge winnes far
Pair Divieg

1907 Equestilan of 1he Year for
the Chiomicle of the Horse

21-226

Monroe Driving

Giving drivers the knowledge to
drive with controlled freedom.
Available for lessons & clinics.
Scott Monroe

USEF “r” CDJ — ADS “R” CDJ - USEF “R’CDTD- ADS “r’CDTD
Equestrian Canada Senior CD]J

Portland, Maine ¢ CELL: 860-459-0208
EMAIL: scottmonroe@sbcglobal.net 13218

Wiche Dragstra
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CAA Learning Weekend
Thousand Oaks, California
June 25-27, 2020

Tnchades talics, desnomtrations and learming oppartunities
i well as sescial events, siferd auction and trade fair.

Learn more at
CAAOnline.com

Featuring the
Annual CAA
Carriage Showcase
Competition

for
Ongmal

Carl Casper, Spdaey Latham,
Kim Sameden. Memorial and
Thrds Dscniserilition (roplises

" o b mecarded
19 Sadrary Lo Blemoorinl Caringy Rettomstem
B Promeratiom Wiewns « Brrwstor 8 U Cveniinn

Join the American Driving Society, Inc.!

Benefits include:

* Recreational and
Competitive Awards
Programs

* Youth Championships
for CDE, Pleasure, and
Recreational Drivers. | =

* Online access to
ADS Rulebooks
and Dressage Tests

* The Omnibus®

* ADS Trail Guide*

* ADS publications,

The Whip and
The Wheelhorse*
+ Safety Education

Pictured: Marcie Quist and
US Equestrian staff at
The National Drive.

Photo by Abbie Trexler.

SMUCKER

HARNESS

“Take the Reins”
Leather and Synthetic Harness and Accessories

Contact us for a Catalog

Smucker Harness Company
717-445-5956 = 2016 Main St., Narvon, PA 17555
daniel@smuckershamess.com

smuckersharness.com
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Discover the Magic
that is the
Gypsy Vanner

borag (ST
o (B W ey

‘We Drive A Fine Li
The Gypsy is extreme-li!:' | |
versatile. It is the versatility
that astounds us at evi s
There are those exceptic
individuals that can and wil
excel at what they do.

It is our task to discover that
talent and bless it with
training, regardless of our
personal goals and
ambmons as a rider or driver.
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Rate is $15 for 20 words or fewer. Additional words are $1.00 each. Words in ALL
CAPITALS are an additional $1.00 each. Abbreviations count as a word. Add $1.00
for tear sheet; $4.00 for issue. No discounts for classified ads. The publisher is not
responsible for errors due to illegible copy. Classified ad with black/white photo is
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Subscribe Now [ New Order
[ Renewal
e . N
Enclosed payment is for:
(US DOLLARS ONLY)
Six issues a year. 1 year 2 years
(6 issues) (12 issues)
US addresses [1$32 [1$56
US with First Class postage [J $50 [1%$92
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by John Hoffner
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Guest Editorial

Organizers Unite

About ten years ago, I became aware of combined driving. The
first event I attended, as a spectator, was a four-in-hand champi-
onship at The Laurels. It was exciting, and I thought I would like
to get involved in this sport. I decided that the best way to get
started was to volunteer. So, over several years I volunteered at
all of the events within three hours of my home: Glen Willow,
Gladstone, Elk Creek, Garden State, and the Teddy Bear Picnic.

I met many incredible people volunteering
their time to the sport that we all love. I didn’t
just volunteer on show days; I also helped to
set up before the show. This is where I met
the real stars, the organizers. The hardest
working of the volunteers are the organizers
and the volunteer coordinators. All of us that
volunteer to help set up, do jobs on show
days, and disassemble everything after the
show deserve a lot of credit, but the heroes of
these events are the organizers. They put in
countless hours, perhaps months before the
show, getting everything ready. These people
seem tireless to me.

While helping to set up for these shows, I
found out that a lot of expensive items were
needed. Some of the shows stored all the
equipment in trailers that could be towed
to the show grounds. I wondered why these
groups didn’t share their equipment with
other groups. The equipment only gets used
once a year, and the shows are never held on
the same date.

A few years ago, the Gladstone organizing
committee invited me to join them. I was very
happy to do so since I was now competing, and
I realized the incredible amount of work that
goes into organizing a show, especially a three-
day show, and I felt obligated to help. During
pre-event meetings, we would sometimes
discuss the need to order additional gear,
and I would ask, “why can’t we borrow that
from one of the other organizing groups.” The

answer was that there was not an easy way to
accomplish this so that we would purchase
new items. I felt this was not a good answer.

This past year’s American Driving Society
meeting had an organizers’ round table on the
schedule. [ was unable to attend, but I listened
to the meeting online, and there were many
good ideas passed around. To me, the most
important idea that was presented was to start
some kind of organizer group. I don’t know if
this idea got any traction, but I would like to
keep the idea alive.

Here are some suggestions on how I believe
an organizer group could be started:

1. Start a closed group Facebook page just for
organizers.
2. Hold regular online meetings. Items to be
discussed but not limited to:
e The feasibility of sharing equipment.
e A mentoring program for people
wanting to start a driving event.
e Ways to reduce the number of
volunteers needed.
e Ways to reduce cost.
e Ways to use available technology to
reduce time and expense.
¢ Investigate tracking devices being used
in other cross-country sports.

I feel that there is a need for an organizer
group, and I would like to be involved. If you
have any ideas for starting a group, please
contact me at: jph8941@gmail.com 0
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BOB COOK

Hunter’'s Creek Farm, Inc.
347 Old Dewberry Lane
Southern Pines, NC

28387

Carriage House

533 Edmonds Road

Cameron, NC 28326
910.693.1121 (Home & Office)
910.391.5598 (Cell)
Hunterscreek@embargmail.com
www. horsecarriages.com

Cindy Cook O’Reilly
WCCSales Manager
832 Cranes Creek Road
Cameron, N.C. 28326
910.315.3227

WCC Approved Dealers
FLORIDA

The Grand Oaks

of Weirsdale, FL

Sales by Tom Warriner,
Vice President

Toll Free 866.500.2237
tom@thegrandoaks.com
www.thegrandoaks.com

CANADA

Randy Bird

Equine Educator

5200 White Road Harwood
Ontario, Canada - KOKO2HO
905.342.3053
www.randybird.ca

WEST COAST

Jeanne Williams

Sargent Equestrian Center
15757 E. Sargent Road

Lodi, California
209.727.0200 (Office)
650.465.8528 (Cell)
jeanne@sargentequest.com
www.sargentequest.com

WCC CARRIAGES

WCe M-1007

MINI - SMALL PONY
BATMOBILE MARATHON
Front & Rear Brakes; Single;
3 New Ones in Stock;
Choice of Culms :

245 Ibs.

SPECIAL $4,995.00

WCC M-140
SINGLE PONY BATMORILF MARATHON
Front-Rear—Sth whee| brakes;

2 new ones in stock-
choice of colors;
345 |bs.

$8,995.00

Special Order

WCC M-160 4
SINGLE HORSE MARATHON
Front-Rear-5th wheel brakes;
2 new ones in stock-

choice of colors;

_ 385 Ibs.
'SPECIAL $9995.00

WCC M-360
HORSE PAIR BATMOBILE MARATHON
Loaded with all the options;

lightly used.
800 |bs.
$9900.00

WCC PONY SHETTY 7

SPIDER PRESENTATION
Single & Pair.

Front-Rear-5th wheel brakes;
Black with black upholstery.
11 hand to 13 punies

u g .-_:'-. -
ok 3\,65 Ibs.
$5,295.00

WCC PONY & CDBB S[NGL]: & I"AIF!.
PRESENTATION

Front-Rear-5th wheels; delayed steering;
black with ivory pin striping, wood trim,
black upholstery; spares drawer.
_Luadad with every latest option!

575 Ibs
SPECIAL $10,995.00

Two Year WARRANTY on ANY WCC DEFECTIVE PART

www.horsecarriages.com
We also import a small quantity of carriages from
China at very reasonable prices.



SADDLER’S® TLC cleans leather and restores natural oils with a fast,

one-step process - wipe on leather, then wipe it off. The job’s done! e

. SADDLERS
SADDLER'S® PRESERVATIVE conditions leather in all kinds of weather. = g*:
Protects new leather, restores used and neglected leather. Y Stahiad Wl )

e — :
-

SADDLER’S® BLANKET WASH is bio-degradable and earth friendly - i & '
Specially formulated to clean and safely remove odors from horse blankets, r n |
saddle pads, pet beds, sleeping bags, and washable outdoor gear. -.

FIRST REACH OINTMENT?® soothes and relieves minor cuts, scrapes, chapping,
sores, burns and other minor skin irritations. Penetrates quickly, aiding in fast healing by
providing a protective barrier.

RAPLAST? is a unique stop-chewing training aid that stops horses from chewing on ' ﬁnﬂw |
wraps, blankets, wood, manes and tails, plus more. Works by sight, smell and taste. = -

QUITCHEW?® is Saddler’s newest stop-chewing training aid. Clear, colorless ol
weather-resistant formula won't stain! Spray on wood fences, trailer ties,
blankets, and other outdoor items.

D E ki FIND LS ON FACEBOOK: = All Saddler’s products
e L www facebook comyjmsaddler. — aremade in the USA

ﬂ'_;ﬁ'i'.:: L‘,:Scan me!




